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Special issue for May Day 

International Solidarity with Iranian Workers 

 

Dear readers, 
      1st.of May, the day of International working people solidarity, once more      

 pushing forward the cause of millions upon millions oppressed and exploited   
people .Life has proved  unity makes strong. we are proud of letting you know the sixty two  

edition of our Bulletin is going to reflect the course of support and solidarity between Iranian workers 
movement which has been thru a year of tough struggle in form of strikes, demonstrations, protests, 

marches, sit-ins, often culminating into physical encounters by security forces, arrests and 
imprisonment. All in all the year of 2017 we witnessed the greatest upsurge in struggle, uprising of 
the masses in more than 80 towns , 5000 arrests and according to Government report 25 protesters 

were killed by brutal security forces. No doubt international solidarity through out world with 
working class movements of Iran , specially in case of Iranian workers suffering in prisons played a 

great positive role , making it clear that the workers of Iran are not alone,they have friends and 
comrades all over the world.In special presentation we will find some of the messages . 
      Due to the large volume of documents collected in this area, we will inevitably  
      publish them as part of this same issue, separately and comfortably. 

AWNI Editorial Board 

 

In this Issus: 

- On Reza Shahabi …         P. 1 to P. 20        – On Mahmud Salehi...  P. 21 to P. 26    .                    
- OnEsmail Abdi …                  P. 27 to P. 32      – On other…             P. 33 to P. 74            
   

Solidaritys on Reza shahabi 

 

With the warmest greetings,  

I am grateful to all the workers, members of the syndicate, students, socialactivists and families and 
freedom lovers who have protested to Iranian Authorities for   imprisonment of me and other labor 
activists. I am also very grateful to all international labor organizations from all over the world who 
have sent letters of protest to government officials calling for the unconditional release of all 
prisoners. The harassment of my family started in 2010, when plainclothes agents arrested me whilst  
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I was driving the  public Bus. In the presence of 
passengers, they arrested me on the fake charges of 
robbery. I spent 19 months in solitary confinement at 
Detention Center No. 209 in Evin Prison. During all 
months I was subject to long interrogations, severe 
physical, mental and psychological confrontations, and 
several times threatened with execution. Over the years, I 
have been through many surgecal operations and I’ve 
often been forced to go on hungar strike in order to  to be 
heard.out side of prsion. 

For what? Why should a worker suffers so much just for 
defending basic rights. They thought that with these 
repressive actions and supressions, they could intimidate the Syndicate of Workers of the Tehran Bus 
Company and the suburbs and other independent labor organizations. But this never happened and 
will not be happening. As long as workers are oppressed and cruelly exploited, they undermine the 
workers' right and, at the same time, protect the financiers, the embezzlers and the looters of the 
public property; they will form a protest and strike. My situation is still unclear, and despite the 
promises made by the authorities to end this situation, I am still being held in imprisonment without 
medical attention. My respectful inmates, my beloved family, my great wife, my co-workers of the 
Syndicate (Wahed), as well as the labor advocates and human rights defenders in Iran and in the 
international level, are the only guarantor of my release and other inmate political prisoners.  

 Reza Shahabi 

 Rajaee Shahr-Karaj Prison 

 18/10/2017 

International trade union network of solidarity and struggle 
 

 
The undersigned workers' organizations have been following the situation of Reza Shahabi, a 
member of the board of directors of the Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of Tehran and the 
Suburbs, for many years. 

Reza Shahabi's activities in defence of the rights of workers in Iran 
are entirely within the framework of the internationally recognized 
standards and the ILO conventions. Reza Shahabi has been arrested 
many times for his activities and has spent about 6 years in prison.  
According to the Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of 
Tehran and the Suburbs, Reza Shahabi after being recalled to prison, 
was sentenced arbitrarily to extended prison terms including the time 
he was on medical leave, which means a new one-year prison 

sentence and 968 extra days of imprisonment to “compensate” untold circumstances. He has suffered 
various diseases as a result of torture and the lack of health facilities in prison during these years. In 
protest he went on hunger strike and ended it only when the directors of prison promised to 
reconsider all these alleged new prison terms. But nothing happened. 
Now we have learned that he suffered a slight cerebral stroke in prison a few days ago. His life is in 
danger. The signatories of this letter object to the imprisonment of Reza Shahabi and demand 
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solemnly his immediate and unconditional release in order to let him to profit from a proper medical 
care corresponding to his deteriorated health conditions. We also recall that, as a member of the ILO, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran must respect fundamental ILO standards, including freedom of 
association and collective bargaining. 
25 December 2017 
International trade union network of solidarity and struggle 
 

 
Reza Shahabi must be immediately and unconditionally released. 

 

 

August 23,2017          
Leader oft he Islamic Republic 

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 

Info leader@leader. ir 

Peresident oft he Islamic Republic of Iran 

Hassan Rouhani 

media@rouhani.ir 

On behalf oft he Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE), we want to express our concern 
for Reza Shahabi, the executive board member and treasuer of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran 
and suburbs Bus Company, who was re-incarcerated on August 9, 2017. We are deeply concernd 
about this continued targeting, unjust re-incarceration, and of the ongoing persecution and arrests 
of labour activists in Iran. We echo the international demand of the immediate and unconditional 
of Reza Shahabi, and all other detained labour activists in Iran.  

Reza Shahabi was arrested in June 2010, while he was on the job drivirng a bus, and was violently 
assaulted in front of bus riders, and incarcereated in Evin prison`s ward 209. After spending 
ninteen months in solitary confinement, he was given a six-year prison sentence, banned from any 
union activities for five years, and given a financial fine of seven and a half million Tomans 
($US1700), by branch 15 of the revolutionary court. Due to extensive physical stress and tortures 
during his interrogations, Mr. Shahabi suffered from back and neck dislocation, and had to go 
under surgery twice. He was later granted medical leave of absence, based on the coroner`s 
recommendation. It should be noted that during his long incarceration, Mr. Shahabi had to resolt 
to hunger strikes on four separeate occasions, to protest the lack of medical attention he was 
receiving for his deteriorating health condition. Mr. Shahabi was prosecuted again in January 
2015, based on the charges of „propagating against the system“ – related to he infamous attack of 
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the security forces on Evin prison`s ward 350 on April 17, 2014 
– and sentenced to an additional year in prison, and this verdict 
was upheld in an appeals court.  

We understand Mr. Shahabi has been on a hunger strike since he 
was re-incarcrated in August. According tot he prosecutor`s 
office, he must remain in prison until December 22, 2018. And 
the medical leave is not accepted (and considered absence), and 
that he has to stay in prison for an extra 968 days. 

CUPE is deeply concerend about the continued targeting and un-
just re-incarceration of Reza Shahabi, and of the ongoing 
persecutation and arrests of labour activists in Iran. We echo the 
international demand for the immediate and uncoditional 

freedom of Reza Shahabi, and all other detained labour activists in Iran. The Iranian goverment is 
responsible fort he health and welbeing of Reza Shahabi. 

 

                              
  

 

                  
Reza Shahabi, one of the officials of the Iranian Bus Union VAHED (Tehran and its suburs), was  
once again  imprisoned. He was convicted in 2010, to six years in prison because of his defense of 
the right to strike and for the creation of independent workers' organizations.  
Released last year for medical reasons, he was forced on 9 August to go to Rajaii Shahr prison to 
serve the three months of the remainder of his sentence, despite the doctor's report not advising his 
imprisonment. 
The Iranian authorities did not stop there. Pretexting non-compliance of his release in 2016, the 
prison authorities increased his sentence by one-year additional detention. 
Reza Shahabi has begun a hunger strike since 9 August when he Admission to prison. 
This conviction is in violation of the fundamental Conventions of the International Labor 
Organization (ILO). And yet the Islamic Republic of Iran is a member of this UN organization! 
The French trade union organizations that are signatories request the release of Reza Shahabi 
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They will hold the leaders of the Iranian state 
responsible for the deterioration Predictable state of 
health. This is already very degraded, following the 
conditions of his previous stays in prison and the 
inhumane treatment he has undergone. 
French unions also demand the release of other 
activists Imprisoned for their trade union activities, 
including teachers such as Esmail Abdi. Their release 
is imperative as are the cancellations of sentences of 
other trade union activists of the trade union VAHED 
such as Ebrahim Madadi and Davoud Razavi. 
Paris, 17 August 2017 

 

 

Communist Party of Australia 

 CPA MARITIME BRANC              Email:peace@.net                                                   
C/- 74 Buckingham St      Website:cpamaritime.weebly.com/                                
Surry Hills NSW                                                      Facebook:maritime.branch                                                                       
                                            Twitter:@CpaMaritime                                                      
To Iran Workers 

Dear Comrades, 

Wherever workers struggle for better wages and conditions there the Communist Party of Australia 
Maritime Branch will be in energetic support for the worker or workers.  It does not matter where in 

the world we automatically support them!  The case of Reza 
Shahabi organizer for Syndicate of workers of Tehran and 
Suburbs Bus Company, is very disturbing.  No self-respecting 
country would jail a worker and a trade union organizer for workers’ 
rights for nearly 1,000 days or 3 plus years.  The workers covered by 
this union perform a valuable and essential service for the people of 
Tehran namely to get to where they want to go and back again.  
These workers have a tremendous responsibility and they should be 
justly paid for this work.  A union representing these workers and its 
leadership is not doing illegal work but work recognized by many 
world bodies including the UN.  

We call on the Government of Iran to follow the accepted norms 
about workers’ rights and allow them to organize and agitate for 
better conditions.  After all it is part of the UN declaration on Civil  
and Political Rights quoted belo. 

Article 22  

1.Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others, including the right to form and 
join trade unions for the protection of his interests. 
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2.It is completely unacceptable for a juridical system to jail for nearly a 1,000 day a union organizer 
for ordinary workers.  There is no alternative we call on you to release REZA SHABABI 
immediately for the sake of your country’s reputation for human rights.  We call on you to release 
Reza for the sake of his health and for the rights of workers in Iran.  There is no excuse for this 
inhumane treatment of Reza.  

There is many enemies of Iran in the world today and as a country you need to show the world that 
what they say about how oppressive and horrible you are in the West is Not true.  Your treatment 
REZA shows that the propaganda about your country that we read might be true.  For the sake of 
your international reputation, the good work you are doing in Syria to defend their rights it is 
essential that you release Reza immediately.  He must not die in prison neither should any worker in 
Iran who stands up for workers rights be persecuted and killed like Shahrokh Zamani.  

We will be alerting many workers in Australia of the total oppressiveness of your government should 
you not release Reza safe and sound.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Yours sincerely                                                                                                                                                      
Denis Doherty                                                                                                                                                              
Asst Branch Treasurer   

 
December 16, 2017 12:00AM EST 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/12/16/iran-free-ailing-labor-activist 

Medical Issues After Possible Stroke 

(Beirut) – Iranian authorities should immediately release Reza Shahabi, a prominent labor activist, 
after he suffered a possible stroke in prison, Human Rights Watch said today. Medical experts who 
examined Shahabi said that he should be released for medical reasons.         
EXPAND          

Iranian authorities should immediately 
release Reza Shahabi, a prominent labor 
activist, after he suffered a possible stroke in 
prison, Human Rights Watch said today.  
© 2012 By Hosseinronaghi/Wikimedia 
Commons The Syndicate of Workers of 
Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company 
(SWTSBC), of which Shahabi is a member, 
said that Shahabi told his family of his 
condition during a December 13, 2017 prison 
visit. He said he had seen the prison doctor 
after symptoms that included “drooping on 
the left side of his face.” Shahabi told his 
family that the doctor told him that he had 
probably had a mini-stroke, but that the 

doctor had not conducted any further medical examinations or follow-up.“Allowing Reza Shahabi’s 
health to deteriorate further in prison, especially when he was imprisoned solely for his peaceful 
activism in the first place, is just cruel,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East director at Human 
Rights Watch. “Iranian authorities should immediately and unconditionally release Shahabi.” 
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Shahabi’s union said that medical experts who had examined Shahabi before had determined that 
Shahahi should not continue to serve his prison sentence due to his medical condition. Since 2005, 
authorities have repeatedly harassed, summoned, arrested, and sentenced workers who are affiliated 
with independent trade unions in Iran. Authorities first arrested Shahabi, 45, for his activities as a 
member of the SWTSBC on June 12, 2010. Branch 15 of Tehran’s revolutionary court sentenced him 
to six years in prison and deprived him of “social rights” such as holding a public office or working 
in any governmental organizations, for five more years on charges of “conspiracy and collusion to act 
against national security” and “propaganda against the state.”In May 2014, authorities released 
Shahabi on medical furlough, with the promise that he would not need to return to prison, Center for 
Human Rights in Iran reported. After being released from prison, Shahabi, who had been fired from 
his job, began working at a small mini-market with his wife. On August 7, 2017, Shahabi returned to 
prison to serve the remainder of his prison sentence after receiving several warnings from the 
judiciary that he would lose his bail if he refused to go back. 

Over the past year, authorities have sent back to prison several prominent trade unionists sentenced 
for peaceful activities but then later released on bail. They include Ismael Abdi, the Teachers’ Union 
secretary general, on June 7, and Mahmoud Beheshti Langeroudi, the Teachers’ Union’s 
spokesperson, on September 13. 

Human Rights Watch, United Nations Experts, and other human rights organizations have 
documented numerous occasions on which authorities deprived prisoners in Iran of needed care. In 
August, several prisoners charged with vaguely defined national security charges, including Shahabi, 
embarked on a hunger strike in Rajai Shahr prison to protest the conditions of their detention, 
including a lack of access to medical care. 

International and Iranian law require prison authorities to provide adequate medical care. Iran’s state 
prison organization regulations state that, if necessary, detainees must be transferred to a hospital 
outside the prison facility. The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners require 
authorities to transfer all those held needing specialist medical treatment to specialized institutions, 
including civilian hospitals. 

 

International Coordination Group 
International Miners' Coordination (IMC)  
Office: Schmalhorststraße 1c; 
45899 Gelsenkirchen, Germany 
Phone: 0049 209/36 17 42 32 
e-mail: info@minersconference.org, 
Homepage: www.minersconference.org 

September 11, 2017       
           to the Iranian government 
media@rouhani.ir 
to: iran@un.int 
to: larijani@ipm.ir 
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We have informd that the trade unionist and labor leader Reza Shahabi Is in the prison and is in 
danger of life. The arrest of Reza Shahabi and the other 19 trade unionists and workers' leaders are 
attacking the workers and the workers Trade union rights of workers. With these methods is tried the 
anti-workers interests of the industrial and financial capital the Workers to their knees. We appeal to 

Iran's Government neutrality.  
In February of this year, the delegates of the 2nd International 
conference program, which reads as follows: "We demand 
from to all the governments of the world, the right of assembly 
and the right to negotiate project. We organize strikes and 
demand from the corporations that they have these rights 
respect.  
 
For free trade union and political activity!  
For a complete and all-round statutory right of strike!  

For trade unions as campaign organizations to defend and improve our living, wage and working 
conditions!  
We are opposed to any form of cooperation in class cooperation on the backs of workers and their 
families! 
 We are fighting for the preservation and enlargement of the bourgeois democrat Rights and 
freedoms!  
In this sense, we appel:  
The immediate and unconditional detention of Reza Shahabi and the 19 Trade unionists and 
workers' leaders!! 
An indemnity for Reza Shahabi and his family and the families of the other Workers and trade 
union leaders!! 
We wholeheartedly support the unbroken and courageous resistance of the Iranian workers, 
and especially Iranian miners. 
 
Andreas Tadysiak, Chief Coordinator of International Coal Mining 
  

  

International Coordination of Revolutionary Parties & Organizations 

European Continental Committee            
28. September 2017 

At 
all ICOR organizations in Europe 

 Reza Shahabi, treasurer and board member of the 
syndicate of bus drivers of Tehran and the surrounding 
area (Vahed Syndicate), was arrested again on 8 August 
after a decision of the public prosecutor's office in Rajai 
Shahr. In a press release of the "International Alliance for 
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the Support of Workers in Iran - Germany": 

Press Release - Tuesday, 5.9.17 

 "Reza Shahabi was once condemned by the 15th Chamber of the Revolutionary Court for six years 
of imprisonment and a fine of 7,500,000 Tuman because of his trade union activities. In addition, all 
trade union activities were forbidden for a further five years after dismissal. He lost most of his 
sentence and was temporarily released for medical reasons because of the conditions of detention 
which included torture. ... 

Harassment continues - even during his medical treatment, he has been constantly monitored, 
persecuted and harassed by the security authorities. (...) The prosecutor informed him that the five 
months of medical leave had been regarded as an undeclared absence and that the additional prison 
sentence of one year was valid. Consequently, he must spend another 17 months in prison and is 
forced to pay the fine, since otherwise he would be sanctioned with another 355 days of 

imprisonment. 

International Solidarity - Reza Shahabi is a well-known 
figure in the defense of workers' rights because of his 
courage and his resistance in prison as well as his tireless 
struggle for the rights of the working class in Iran. 
Among the labor activists of the country he is very 
popular and enjoys a special sympathy and recognition. ... 
Even the ILO condemned the Islamic regime's dealings 
with the workers' representatives in Iran and demanded 
their release.      

                                                                  .                                                                                             
Slogan:         
Workers of all countries unite! 
Long live May 1st, Day of Combat Solidarity of the Working Class of the World  

We, the international Alliance for the Defense of the Iranian Workers, have attempted to draw 
attention to the world public, human rights and human rights organizations, and to the arrest of Reza 
Shahabi in numerous actions and declarations and announce further protests and campaigns. 

Protests will not come to a standstill.  

We again warn the Islamic government that the imprisonment of the workers' activists and teachers 
and the regime's revenge against the resistance of the workers will not stop the protests. The reprisals 
will show only the true, brutal and anti-working face of the Islamic government. " 

 

 
http://autoferrotranvieriuniti27marzo.blogspot.ca/2017/08/appello-liberazione-reza-shahabi.html 

OBJECT: NECESSARY IMMEDIATELY RELEASE OF REZA SHAHABI 

The Coordinament of  Nationale Autoferrotranvieri 27, 2015 is a national coordination of  Italian 
hauliers, that includes many Italien trade unions, of transport sector. 
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We are writing to protest the continental persecution of Reza Shahabi, the executive board member 
and tresuer of the Syndicate of Worker of Tehran Bus Workers` Company who has been incarcerated 
again as of August 9, 2017. According to the prosecutor`s office, stated to Reza Shahabi`s wife, 
Shahabi has to be in prison until December 22, 2018.  

Reza Shahabi was arrested in June 2010, while he was on 
job, driving a bus; he was violently assaulted in front of 
bus riders and incarcerated in Evin prison’s ward 209. 

After spending nineteen months in solidarity confinement, 
he was given six years of prison sentence, banned from 
any union activities for five years and a financial fine of 
seven and half million Tomamas (almost $US2000), by 
branch 15 of the revolutionary court. 

Due to expensive physical stress and tortures during 
interrogations, Mr. Shahabi suffered from back and neck dislocation and had to go under surgery 
twice. 

After enduring prison for years, he had been under medical leave of absence based on coroner’s 
recommendations. it should be noted that during his long incarceration Mr. Shahabi had to resort to 
hunger strike, four separate times, in protesting against lack of medical attention to his deteriorating 
health conditions and the growing numbness of the left side of his body. 

His last hunger strike, to protest against his transfer to Rajaee Shahr prison in city of Karaj, lasted 
fifty – two days. Mr. Shahabi was prosecuted again in January of 2015, based on charges of 
‘’propaganda against the system’’ – related to the infamous attack of the security forces on Evin 
prison’s ward 350 on April 17, 2014- and sentenced to an additional year in prison, and this verdict 
was upheld in an appeal court. 

We strongly condemn the continued targeting and unjust re-incarceration of Rza Shahabi. 

We also denounce ongoing persecution and arrests of the labour activists in Iran, a very serious and 
unworthy situation that requires immediate and unconditional freedom for all of them. It’s no 
admissible that a person is imprisoned because of fighting for his rights, for dignified condition of 
life and for netter condition for his work colleagues. This repressive action is a serious violation of 
human rights and an intolerable offensive to basic concept of civilization and justice. 

We know also that Italian transport company ‘’Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane’’ is implementing 
economical partnership with Iranian transport companies ‘’Islamic Republic of Iran Railway’’, this is 
not tolerable in this situation of rights violations and repression on Iranian workers, also in Transport 
sector.It‘s necessary to avoid collaboration with Iranian companies until the liberation of Reza 
Shahabi and all of the unjustly imprisoned workers, otherwise we are ready to declare strike in Italy 
throughout all  of the ’Ferrovie dello Stato Bustitalia‘ companies.                                                          
 We are asking every trade unions, political organizations and parties, social organizations, 
throughout Italy to support this appeal and to act to gain freedom of Reza Shahabi and all other 
detained labour activists in Iran.                                                                                                               
Italy, 26 August 2017                                                         
COORDINAMENTO NATIONALE AUTOFERROTRANVIERI 27 MARZO 2015                                                      
 NON CI FERMEREMO MAI ‘’TOCCA UNO, TOCCA TUTTI’’                                                                      
http://autoferrotranvieriuniti27marzo.blogspot.it/                                              
autoferrotranvieriuniti@gmail.com 
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London, 20 Aug - The International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF) in a statement called for the 
immediate release of the political activist, Reza Shahabi. According to the statement, the Iranian 
authorities were asked to stop prosecuting Reza Shahabi and Ebrahim Madadi as well. Additionally, 
five syndicates of workers in France requested the immediate release of Reza Shahabi. These 
syndicates claim that the leaders of the Iran regime are responsible for Reza Shahabi and his poor 
health condition. Based on the statement, Reza Shahabi's health condition is already failing since he 
faced poor conditions as well as the inhumane treatments during his previous imprisonment. 

The political activist, Reza Shahabi has 
been starting his hunger strike since last 
week in Rajaishahr Prison, Karaj to protest 
against the status of his case as well as his 
depravation to go on a medical furlough. 
On the morning of August 9, 2017, Reza 
Shahabi went to Rajaishahr Prison to serve 
the rest of his time. 

Nevertheless, the period of his impri-
sonment increased from 3 months to 17 
months because of his absence. He also 
has to serve time for another year as he 
was charged with propaganda against the 

Reza Shahabi before his imprisonment.   regime based on the case of 2014. 

The prosecutor's office told the family of this political activist that he should be in prison until July, 
8, 2019. The five-month conviction was illegally imposed on Mr. Shahabi due to his absence while 
he was actually on medical leave with the approval of the forensics. 

It is noteworthy that Reza Shahabi was detained and sentenced to 6 years  of imprisonment on June 12, 
2010. He has undergone two surgical procedures (neck and waist) during his imprisonment since the 
security agents beat him during the arrest and interrogation. 

 
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-labor-activist-shahabi-stroke/29027576.html 

A day after dozens of prominent lawyers in Iran called for the immediate 
release of labor rights activist Reza Shahabi from prison, he was freed on 
bail for five days. The 45-year-old labor rights activist is reportedly 
suffering from high blood pressure, neck and back pain, numbness, and 
mild stroke. A photo received after Shahabi’s release clearly show the 
physical effects of being denied proper medical care. He suffered strokes 
in prison that have partially paralyzed the left side of his body. Shahabi 
was initially arrested and sentenced to five years in prison in 2010, accused 
of “actions against national security,” an ambiguous charge often leveled 
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against activists in Iran. Evoking International Labor Organization (ILO) protocols in their statement, 
32 Iranian attorneys and legal experts had insisted that Reza Shahabi should be immediately freed in 
order to seek medical treatment.                    
Article 2 of ILO’s protocol 87 clearly stipulates that “Workers and employees, without distinction 
whatsoever, shall have zations of their own choosing without previous authorization.” The lawyers 
noted that Tehran is one of the signatories of ILO’s protocols and conventions and is expected to 
respect them without reservation. Further more, they argued that Shahabi has always conducted his 
labor rights activities in accordance with Iran’s constitution. Article 26 of Iran’s constitution 
stipulates:                                      
“The formation of parties, societies, political or professional associations, as well as religious 
societies, whether Islamic or pertaining to one of the recognized religious minorities, is permitted 
provided they do not violate the principles of independence, freedom, national unity, the criteria of 
Islam, or the basis of the Islamic Republic. No one may be prevented from participating in the 
aforementioned groups; or be compelled to participate in them.”             
Shahabi, who was the treasurer for the Union of Workers of Tehran and the Suburban Bus Company 
(UWTSBC), was recently transferred, according to the union, from Rajaei Shahr prison to a hospital, 
and then to Tehran’s notorious Evin prison.                 
“He has been under severe pressure to the extent that he suffers from constant hypertension, and 
physicians have cautioned that Mr. Shahabi urgently needs to be hospitalized and undergo surgery,” 
the lawyers said in a statement.                             
Human rights activists maintain that Reza Shahabi’s only “crime” has been defending labor rights 
and encouraging workers in Iran to launch their own independent trade unions.           
Shahabi is not the only labor activist behind bars in the Islamic Republic’s prisons. Labor and 
teachers’ rights activists Mehdi Farahi Shandiz, Isma’il Abdi, Mahmoud Beheshti Langaroudi, 
Mokhtar Assadi, and Mohesen Emrani are currently serving sentences, while two members of 
UWTSBC’s board of directors, Ebrahim Madadi and Davoud Razavi are waiting for their verdict. 
Among the lawyers who signed the petition are Mahmoud Alizadeh Tabatabaei, Ms. Mitra Azarm, 
Arash Kaykhosravi, Ma’soumeh Fanaeian, Yousef Molaei, Saleh Nikbakht, and Ms. Nasrin 
Sotoudeh.                           
Many international labor organizations, including the International Trade-Union Confederation 
(ITUC) and International Union of Industrial Workers, have also called upon Islamic Republic 
officials to release Shahabi.              
The Islamic Republic’s judiciary have so far ignored these calls. 

 
 

        
Further Information on UA: 306/13 Index: MDE 13/7104/2017 Iran Date: 18 September 2017  

 
Iranian trade unionist Reza Shahabi was forced to return to prison on 9 August, prompting 
him to go on hunger strike in protest. After over 40 days on hunger strike, his health has 
seriously deteriorated and he is in need of urgent specialized medical care. He is a prisoner of 
conscience and must be released immediately and unconditionally.  
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Reza Shahabi, the treasurer and board member of the Syndicate of the Workers of Tehran and 
Suburbs Bus Company, a trade union for workers employed by the United Bus Company of Tehran 
(Sherkat-e Vahed), has been on hunger strike since 9 August when he was forced to return to Karaj’s 
Raja’i Shahr prison near Tehran. He is protesting against his unjust imprisonment, and his health has 
since deteriorated. He is experiencing severe headaches and dizziness, drops in his blood pressure, 
worsening numbness on the left side of his body, burning sensations in his stomach and digestive 
problems. He is also believed to have lost about 13 kg. He was taken to the prison medical clinic on 
31 August but did not receive the specialized medical care that 
he requires.  
Reza Shahabi was first arrested in June 2010. He then served 
the next four years in prison, during which he said he was 
subjected to torture and other ill-treatment, including through 
the deliberate denial of adequate medical care and beatings 
that resulted in a chronic back condition. He was released on 
medical leave from prison on 6 October 2014. However, in 
November 2016, he began to face pressure to return to prison 
to complete the remainder of his sentence, which the 
prosecution authorities first claimed was three months and 
then five months. This culminated in his imprisonment in 
August 2017. This contradicted the authorities’ own statement 
in a written letter dated 9 September 2015 and shown to Reza 
Shahabi by an official at Raja’i Shahr prison, which confirmed his six-year sentence had been 
completed considering time spent on medical leave. Once in prison, the authorities told him that he 
also had to serve a further one-year sentence from a separate 2015 case. In this case, Branch 26 of the 
Revolutionary Court in Tehran convicted him of “spreading propaganda against the system” for his 
vocal complaints against the abuses that he and his fellow cellmates endured during a violent raid on 
section 350 of Tehran’s Evin prison in April 2014.  
Please write immediately in English, Persian or your own language:  
 Calling on the Iranian authorities to release Reza Shahabi immediately and unconditionally as he is 
a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights through his 
trade union activism;  
 Calling on them to ensure he has access to the specialized medical care he needs, if necessary in a 
medical facility outside of prison, in compliance with medical ethics, including the principles of 
confidentially, autonomy and informed consent;  
 Calling on them to respect and protect the right of everyone to form and join the trade union of 
their choice, which is guaranteed under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, both of which Iran has ratified.  
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 30 OCTOBER 2017 TO:  
Head of the Judiciary  
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani  
c/o Public Relations Office  
Number 4, 2 Aziz Street Intersection  
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  
Salutation: Your Excellency  
Prosecutor General of Tehran  
Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi  
Office of the Prosecutor  
Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square  
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  
Salutation: Mr.  
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And copies to:  
Deputy for Human Rights and International Affairs, Ministry of Justice  
Mahmoud Abbasi  
Number 1638, Below Vali Asr Square Vali Asr Avenue  
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  
Email: dr.abbasi@sbmu.ac.ir  
Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local 
diplomatic addresses below:  
Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation  
Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. This is the second 
update of UA 306/13. Further information: 
 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/029/2014/en/ 
 
URGENT ACTION 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Reza Shahabi is held in section 10 of Raja’i Shahr prison where conditions are described as dire. 
Prisoners say the windows are covered by metal sheets and there is no air ventilation system. They 
are forced to sleep on the ground while the authorities deprive them of access to adequate food, safe 
drinking water and telephone contact with their families. On 30 July 2017, more than a dozen 
prisoners detained for political reasons in section 10 of the prison went on a prolonged hunger strike 
in protest at the cruel and inhuman conditions they have been forced to endure. Reza Shahabi joined 
this group of hunger strikers on 9 August, when he was re-imprisoned. In reprisal, the head of the 
prison has instructed prison doctors to not provide any additional medical care or monitoring for 

those taking part in the hunger strike 
and transferred some to solitary 
confinement for several days. On 23 
August 2017, the Prosecutor General 
of Tehran said: “we declare to 
prisoners who resort to hunger 
strikes … that such actions are 
bound to fail and the judiciary does 
not capitulate to them.” He added, 
“Prisoners’ sentences must be 
implemented fully and we shall not 
be influenced by the actions of 
prisoners including their hunger 
strikes.” 

With respect to Reza Shahabi’s situation, the Prosecutor General of Tehran said in a press conference 
on 3 September 2017, "The mentioned individual has been convicted of national security crimes". In 
response, on 5 September, Reza Shahabi’s wife Robabeh Rezaie stated during a peaceful protest in 
front of Parliament: “We should ask the judicial authorities how he has endangered the security of the 
country? Is it against national security to support the drivers who want to have bread and housing and 
practice the right to freely support their own established organization? Reza Shahabi has committed 
no crime other than acting in support of workers’ rights. His place is not in the prison!”  
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Reza Shahabi was first arrested by Ministry of Intelligence officials on 12 June 2010 and held for 19 
months in solitary confinement in Section 209 of Evin prison without access to a lawyer. He has said 
that during this time, he was tortured and otherwise ill-treated, including through beatings which 
resulted in chronic severe back and neck pain, and left the left side of his body temporarily paralyzed. 
In April 2012, following an unfair trial before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran, he 
was convicted of “gathering and colluding against state security” and “spreading propaganda against 
the system” for his peaceful trade union activities and sentenced to six years’ imprisonment. For the 
next four years, he was held in prison where his health further declined due to the denial of adequate 
medical care and poor prison conditions. He went on several hunger strikes during this period in 
protest at his imprisonment and the denial of 
specialized medical care by the authorities. 
He was ultimately released on medical leave 
on 6 October 2014, after a lengthy hunger 
strike in protest at the authorities’ refusal to 
provide him with adequate medical care. 
Several months after his release, he was 
summoned by Ministry of Intelligence 
officials and interrogated about his vocal 
complaints while in prison, against a violent 
raid that security officials carried on 17 April 
2014 in Section 350 of Evin Prison, subjecting him and other prisoners of conscience held there to 
sustained brutality and assaults. He was later put on trial in relation to this and sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment in 2015.  
The Syndicate of the Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (SWTSBC) was banned after the 
1979 Revolution, but re-established in 2004 after many bus workers had not been paid for months. 
The authorities have never granted the union official registration. The authorities have consistently 
harassed, intimidated and prosecuted SWTSBC members, particularly board members, under bogus 
national security charges stemming solely from their peaceful activism, including organizing and 
participating in strikes. Amnesty International considers trade unionists to be human rights defenders 
as they strive to ensure the right of everyone to form and join trade unions and enjoy just and 
favourable conditions of employment, social security, and an adequate standard of living. For more 
information, see Chapter 7 of Amnesty International's report: Caught in a web of state repression: 
Iran’s human rights defenders under attack, 2 August 2017:  
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6446/2017/en/  

 

 
In partnership with the Education International and the International Transport Workers' Federation. 

In Iran, trade unionists are subjected to continued persecution by the authorities. Their trade union 
rights and civil liberties are denied and trade union leaders are detained for reasons connected with 
their activities in defence of the interests of workers. The Education International and the 
International Transport Workers' Federation are particularly concerned about the fate of two of them: 
Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi.   

Reza Shahabi, treasurer of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, was 
under medical leave of absence after suffering severe forms of ill treatment while in detention. He 
was denied an extension to his medical leave and is now back in prison. Furthermore, his detention 
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was extended by 968 days as a result of his 
absence. Reza Shahabi has joined a hunger strike 
on 9 August to protest against the inhumane 
detention conditions in Iranian prisons. 

Esmail Abdi, a leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade 
Association sentenced to six years in jail on bogus 
charges, was transferred to hospital as a 
consequence of his 38 days of hunger strike in 
protest of the continued repression of teachers and 
the lack of judicial independence in Iran. He was 
returned to Evin Prison two days later. Esmail 
Abdi was briefly released on bail in June only to be 
rearrested on 27 July, 2017 

We need your support to urge the Iranian autho-
rities to permanently release Esmail Abdi and Reza Shahabi. 

  

 

 
 

President Hassan Rouhani 
President of the Islamic republic 
Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street                         
Tehran, Islamic republic of Iran 
  
E-mail: media@rouhani.ir 
The Swedish Trade Union Confederation LO, The Swedish Transport Workers´ Union, Industrial and 
Metal Workers´ Union (IF Metall) and the Swedish Municipal Workers´ Union have been following 
the situation of Reza Shahabi, a member of the board of directors of the Syndicate of Workers of the 
Bus Company of Tehran and its Suburbs, for many years. Reza Shahabi's activities in defence of the 
rights of the workers in Iran are entirely within the framework of the internationally recognized 
standards and the ILO conventions. Reza Shahabi has been arrested many times for his activities and 
he has spent many years in prison. 

According to the Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of Tehran and its Suburbs, Reza 
Shahabi, after being recalled to prison, was sentenced arbitrarily to extended prison terms including 
the time he was on medical leave, which means 968 days of imprisonment to “compensate” untold 
circumstances. He has suffered various diseases because of torture and the lack of health facilities in 
prison during these years. In protest, he went on hunger strike and ended it only when the directors of 
prison promised him to reconsider all of these alleged new prison terms. But nothing has happened.  

According to recent information from Reza Shahabi’s family he has suffered a minor cerebral stroke 
in prison few days ago. His life is now in danger. The signatories of this letter object to the 
imprisonment of Reza Shahabi and demand solemnly his immediate and unconditional release to let 
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him profit from a proper medical care corresponding to his deteriorated health conditions.We remind 
that as a member of ILO, The Islamic Republic of Iran is obliged to respect all ILO Conventions on 
Workers' Rights, such as the Convention on the Freedom of Association and the Convention on the 
Right to organize. 

Stockholm 20 December 2017 

The Swedish Trade Union Confederation, LO 
The Swedish Transport Workers’ union, Transport 
Industrial and Metal Workers´Union (IF Metall ) 
Swedish Municipal Workers’ Union, Kommunal 
Cc: 
Head of the Judiciary Ayatollah Sadegh Amoli Larijani 
E-mail: info@dadiran.ir 
The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Sweden, Hamid Reza Shakeri Niasar 
E-mail: sto.consulate-sec@mfa.gov.ir 
The UN Special Rapporteur for Iran, Asmeh Jahangir 
E-mail: asmajahangir52@gmail.com 
The Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Margot Wallström 
E-mail: utrikesdepartementet.registrator@regeringskansliet.se 
The Swedish Embassy in Teheran, Ambassador Helena Sångeland 
E-mail: ambassaden.teheran@gov.se 
International Trade Union Confederation, Sharan Burrow 
E-mail: sharan.burrow@ituc-csi.org 
Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of Tehran and the Suburbs 
E-mail: vsyndica@gmail.com 

 

Statement 

 
The undersigned workers' organizations have been following the 
situation of Reza Shahabi, a member of the board of directors of the 
Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of Tehran and its 
Suburbs, for many years. Reza Shahabi's activities in defence of the 
rights of workers in Iran are entirely within the framework of the 
internationally recognized standards and the ILO conventions. Reza 
Shahabi has been arrested many times for his activities and he has 
spent about 6 years in prison.  

According to the Syndicate of Workers of the Bus Company of 
Tehran and its Suburbs, Reza Shahabi, after being recalled to prison, 

Text:                    was sentenced arbitrarily to the extended prison terms including the 
RezaShahabi's life is in danger,  time he was on medical leave, which means a new one-year 
May e tomorrow be too late!          prison sentence and 968 extra days of imprisonment to „compen-
                                             sate” untold circumstances. He has suffered various 
diseases as a result of torture and the lack of health facilities in prison during these years. In protest 
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he went on hunger strike and ended it only when the 
directors of prison promised him to reconsider all 
these alleged new prison terms. But nothing 
happened.                                       

Now we have learned that he has suffered a minor 
cerebral stroke in prison few days ago. His life is in 
danger.         
        

The signatories of this letter object to the imprisonment of Reza Shahabi and demand solemnly his 
immediate and unconditional release in order to let him to profit from a proper medical care 
corresponding to his deteriorated health conditions.  

We also recall that, as a member of the ILO, the Islamic Republic of Iran must respect fundamental 
ILO standards, including freedom of association and collective bargaining. 

25 December 2017 

Confédération Française Démocratique du Travail (CFDT- France) 

Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT- France) 

Fédération Syndicale Unifiée (FSU- France) 

Union Syndicale Solidaires (SUD - France) 

Union Nationale des Syndicats Autonomes (UNSA - France)) 

Confederazione Generale Italiana del Lavoro (CGIL- Italia) 

Confederación Sindical de Comisiones Obreras (CCOO - Espania) 

Swedish Trade Union Confederation (LO- Sweden) 

Swedish Transport Workers’ union (Sweden) 

Transport Industrial and Metal Workers´Union (IF Metall - Sweden) 

Swedish Municipal Workers’ Union (Kommunal - Sweden) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Christine Behle 
Mitglied des Bundesvorstandes 
Vereinte 
Dienstleistungsgewerkschaft 
Bundesverwaltung  

 
Leader of the Isc 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
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Info leader@leader. ir 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran      
Hassan Rouhani 
media@rouhani.ir 
 
Dear Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, 
Dear Mr. President Rohani, 
 
On behalf of vn. 
ver.di (usu) is affiliated in the European Transport Workers’ Feder. 
That`s the rease. 
Reza Shahabi, tk. 
Mr. Shahabi is continued imprisonment clearly contradicts Iran’s i. 
We are very concerned about the harsh detention conditions impos. 
Terminate the detention! Release Raza Shahabi and open your heay 
in due the fact to his poor status of health! 

 
Sincerely yours 
Christine Behle   
- Member of Executive Board – 

 

            Reza Shahbi’s New Year greetings,         
gratitude and appreciations 

 

Drivers and workers of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Sherkat Wahed), workers, friends, 
labours' organizations, students, retirees, freedom fighting women and men, and institutions and 
supporting media in Iran and the world! 

On behalf of myself and my wife, Robabeh Rezaei and my children, for all the protections, the 
unparalleled and continuous pursuits that you have defended me during these years, I thank all of you 
.               dear ones, as well as the advent of the spring of 

nature and the conquest of light over darkness. 
Congratulations to all of you on the rebirth of the 
nature and life once again.  

If my back bent from and hardly I can sit up and 
rise, if I have been injured from the neck area, I 
should undergo surgery soon as recommended by 
doctors, If I have a problem with pressure and once 
every few days suddenly in an emergency manner 
by help of a pill can get rid of the life threatening 
consequences by help of a pill can get rid of the life    
threatening  consequences  of  it,  and  I cannot  be  

               alone, and there must always be someone beside. 
Reza Shahabi after his release,            me, so in case my life falls in danger   due to my 

among the family and activist members              health   conditions, But  the thought  of  you loved 
of the Syndicate of Workers                                    ones   gives   me   hope    and    willingness    to  go      
                  forward. If my kidneys, bladder and my heart have     
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been seriously damaged and my lips and face paralysed and crooked, So that all the my life is 
impregnated with great difficulty, But the kindness and support of you loved ones lead me to life; 
Although I've been fired, but the big world that is full of support and protection of you precious 
friends, gives me hopes for the brighter and better tomorrow. Although in these tormenting years of 
imprisonment, strike and illness, I have always been touched by the toughest conditions, and I've 
been kept in jail for even more months then I’ve been condemned to, but always a huge amount of 
support for me has been a powerful force. Whatever of struggle and resistance and continuation of 
imprisonment and pressure with in keeping completely to the highest principles, and of the honor of 
workers and class that upheld by me weren’t possible without your heartwarming support. Workers, 
friends, colleagues and members of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company Syndicate.    (Sherkat 
Wahed), students, teachers, women and men, retirees and labor organizations in Iran and the world 
and all the institutions and media that. back me as a representative of the workers, as of the Bus 
Company of Tehran and the Suburbs: In this way, I declare my gratitude and appreciation to all of 
you dear ones, I shake your hands dearly and warmly, and I hope that in the New Year (Persian 
calendar) with more effort and unity to achieve our demands of freedom and equality, and to be 
stronger and more successful than before.   With all due respect and thanks to all of you anywhere in 
the world and aspiring to the release of workers and political prisoners as soon as possible. 

Reza Shahabi  

The fired Worker Member of the Board of Directors of the Workers Syndicate of the Tehran and 
Suburbs Bus Company 

March 21, 2018                                                                                                   

t.me/vahedsyndica 
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Solidaritys on Mahmud Salehi 

 

   

 

 
15.11.2017 
IndustriALL Global Union has written to the Government of Iran to demand the release of 
Mahmoud Salehi, Reza Shahabi and other imprisoned trade unionists. The union activists are 
seriously ill and need urgent medical attention.  

IndustriALL has received reports from Iranian affiliate 
the Union of Metalworkers and Mechanics of Iran 
(UMMI), as well as from other free and democratic 
Iranian civil society organizations, of the persecution and 
detention of workers and trade union leaders for 
exercising their fundamental trade union rights. UMMI 
is campaigning in solidarity with these imprisoned 
workers and has issued a call for support. 

The Iranian government pursues a strategy of homicidal negligence towards jailed union activists, by 
subjecting them to severe torture, medical neglect, extended and repeated imprisonment and gross 
mistreatment. 

Long-time labour activist, Mahmoud Salehi, who has been in and out of jail for the past thirty years, 
was re-imprisoned on 28 October 2017. On 3 November 3, Mr. Salehi suffered a heart attack and was 
taken to hospital from the prison; however, he was shockingly transferred back to prison on 11 
November despite the fact that only 30 percent of his heart is functioning. Mr. Salehi has lost both of 
his kidneys during his imprisonment and must undergo kidney dialysis in the hospital twice a week. 
The life of Mahmoud Salehi will be in grave danger if he remains in prison. 

Reza Shahabi, an executive board member of Tehran Bus Workers’ Union (Vahed Union), has been 
in and out of prison since 2010. He was re-imprisoned on 9 August 2017. Mr. Shahabi also has 
serious health issues, allegedly because of years of mistreatment and torture during his interrogations. 

In a message from prison, Reza Shahabi said: 

“The support of workers and defenders of workers’ and human rights in Iran and internationally, 
will be the only guarantor of my freedom and the freedom of my incarcerated colleagues.” 

IndustriALL general secretary Valter Sanches wrote to President Rouhani of Iran, saying: 

“IndustriALL Global Union once again urges the Government of Iran to ratify ILO Convention 87 on 
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize, and Convention 98 on the Right to 
organize and Collective Bargaining. 

“We call on the Government of Iran to put an end to arrests and repression of labour activists, and 
we reiterate our call for the immediate and unconditional release of Mahmoud Salehi, Reza Shahabi 
and all other jailed labour activists.” 
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Your excellence     
 
French trade unions CFDT, CGT, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA, draw your attention to the situation of 
Mahmoud Shalehi, a trade union leader in danger of dying in an Iranian prison.  
Mahmoud Salehi was sentenced in September 2015 to 9-year imprisonment. On Saturday, October 
28, 2017, he was arrested by four plainclothes officers while he was leaving the hospital where he 
goes twice a week for dialysis. The unionist was taken to the Saqqez court in Iran's Kurdistan 

province, where the prosecutor said the initial sentence 
had been commuted to one year, with immediate effect. 
Mahmoud Salehi was transferred to Saqqez Central 
Prison for execution of his sentence. 
Mahmoud Salehi suffers from several heart and kidney 
diseases, the consequences of the medical negligence 
during his 2015 imprisonment. He was transferred to 
Khomeini Hospital in Saqqez City after a heart attack in 
prison on November 3rd of this year. Prison medical 
authorities believe that Salehi must receive appropriate 
treatments out of prison. 
He is currently without proper care and his health is 
becoming critical. He must therefore be immediately 
transferred to a hospital outside the prison environment. 
Mr. Shalehi's detention, like that of other jailed workers, 

is in violation of basic human and trade union rights. The Islamic Republic of Iran is failing to honor 
its commitments under international labor conventions, as a member of the ILO, including 
recognition of the right of Iranian workers to establish their independent organizations. 
We, the French trade unions, call for the annulment of these unjust and unfair condemnations of 
international rights and the immediate and unconditional release of all activists imprisoned for their 
trade union activities, in particular Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi. 
We call on your government to provide appropriate and dignified care to Mahmoud Shalehi and his 
immediate and unconditional freedom. 
 
CFDT : preau@cfdt.fr 

CGT : fabienne.cru@orange.fr 

FSU : michelle.olivier@snuipp.fr 

Solidaires : contact@solidaires.org 

UNSA : emilie.trigo@unsa.org 

 

Copies to: 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran: Hassan Rouhani 
The Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran: High Council of Human Rights 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 



  Alternative Workers News-Iran          No. 62 (Global Solidarity with Iranian Workers  )-  P.  23   

Agents Interrupt Labor Activist’s                   
Dialysis Treatment to Transport Him to Prison 

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/10/agents-interrupt-labor-activists-dialysis-treatment-

to-transport-him-to-prison/ 

Labor activist Mahmoud Salehi was 
detained by security agents on October 
28, 2017, while undergoing dialysis at 
a hospital in the city of Saqqez, in 
Iran’s Kurdistan Province. 
His son, Samerand Salehi, informed 
the Center for Human Rights in Iran 
(CHRI) that his father, who has no 
kidneys, was detained without 
receiving a summons to begin serving 
a one-year prison sentence issued by 
the Appeals Court in February 2017 
for “propaganda against the state.”  
“You can imagine what state my father is in because he was taken from the hospital straight to 
prison,” said Samerand Salehi on October 28. “We are very worried for him because he needs his 
pills and has to get special treatment in the hospital twice a week, including dialysis.” 
“He lost his kidneys the last time he was detained,” he added. “Now we’re worried about his life.” 
In September 2015, Branch 1 of the Revolutionary Court in Sanandaj sentenced Salehi to nine years 
in prison for “propaganda against the state” and “creating an opposition group.” 
A 45-year-old baker based in Saqqez, Mahmoud Salehi is one of the founders of the Labor Unions 
Coordination Committee, and has been arrested numerous times for his peaceful pro-labor activities, 
his son told CHRI. 
Agents of the Intelligence Ministry last arrested the activist in April 2015 ahead of International 
Labor Day, May 1, in Sanandaj. A month later he was hospitalized for serious urinary complications 
and eventually both of his kidneys were removed. 
After his release from detention on medical grounds in November 2015, Mahmoud Salehi wrote 
an open letter to the UN special rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iran to protest the loss of 
his kidneys. 
“I was arrested on April 28, 2015, by plainclothes Intelligence Ministry agents in my home without 
committing any act against the Constitution,” wrote Salehi. 
“After my arrest and transfer to solitary confinement in prison in Saqqez, I was taken to the 
Intelligence Ministry’s notorious detention center [in Sanandaj] along with [labor activist] Osman 
Esmaili, who was arrested the same day,” he said. “I lost both of my kidneys there because the prison 
authorities cut off my medications. Now I receive dialysis treatment every Saturday and Tuesday at 
the Imam Khomeini Hospital in Saqqez.” 
The trade unionist continued: “I declare to all freedom-seeking people and international organizations 
that I am prepared to face any judicial authority in front of a jury in an open court to show my people 
and the whole world that workers are being suppressed for no crime other than seeking to organize 
independent unions.” 
In July and August 2016, the activist’s wife, Najibeh Salehzadeh, was also tried at Branch 1 of the 
Revolutionary Court in Saqqez for allegedly posting “insulting” material on Facebook. A verdict has 
not been issued.  
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Labor activism in Iran is seen as a national security offense; independent labor unions are not 
allowed to function, strikers are often fired and risk arrest and labor leaders are 
consistently prosecuted under catchall national security charges and sentenced to long prison terms. 
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/10/agents-interrupt-labor-activists-dialysis-treatment-to-
transport-him-to-prison/ 

 

 
 
November 13, 2017 
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-labor-activist-salehi-denied-medical-care/28851037.html 
 
 

 

Mahmoud Salehi , labor activist, in chains while in hospital. 

Imprisoned labor rights’ activist Mahmoud Salehi was transferred to the central prison in the city of 
Saqqez on November 11 despite doctors’ saying his health is too fragile. Salehi’s wife, Najiba, who 
acts as the spokeswoman for the committee petitioning for his freedom, has accused Iran’s justice 
department and Intelligence Ministry of “joining hands to do their best to stop granting Salehi 
medical furlough.” Security agents arrested Salehi on October 29 to commence his one-year prison 
sentence but five days later he was taken to the hospital in Saqqez for heart failure. Meanwhile, 
Salehi’s family, citing local cardiologists, say the labor activist needs an advanced medical facility 
and should be transferred to a better-equipped hospital in Tabriz, Tehran, or Urmia.            
Salehi’s son, Sarmand, had earlier told Radio Farda that his 45-year-old father has had two previous 
heart operations this year.                     
Salehi is a baker from the city of Saqqez in Kurdestan Province. He is one of the founders of the 
Coordinating Committee of Labor Organization and has been arrested several times for allegedly 
organizing strikes and launching labor rights movements.          
“My father lost his kidneys during the last detention in 2015, but now we are really worried for his 
life,” Sarmand told the Iran Human Rights Monitor.                       
Iranian officials have not yet responded to the allegation.       
Reportedly, Salehi was watched by three prison guards who had shackled and handcuffed him as he 
was bedbound in the hospital.                   
Salehi, who suffers from diabetes and lost his kidneys while imprisoned at the Intelligence Ministry’s 
detention center in the city of Sanandaj, regularly needs dialysis.                            



  Alternative Workers News-Iran          No. 62 (Global Solidarity with Iranian Workers  )-  P.  25   

Seven Iranian labor associations have joined international human rights institutions in condemning 
the humiliating treatment. In a joint statement, they called upon the Iranian authorities to immediately 
and unconditionally release the labor activist.           
“The topmost executive and judiciary authorities will be responsible for any possible harm to 
Salehi’s health,” they said.           
Meanwhile, 536 Iranian labor, teachers, and social activists signed a statement protesting what they 
call “inhuman behavior.”                   
Pictures of Salehi and another prisoner of conscience, Mohammad Nazari, handcuffed and shackled 
on their hospital beds triggered a widespread wave of criticism on social media.“It is regrettable that 
Iranian officials, instead of immediately releasing Salehi and Nazari, have treated them as criminals, 
persecuting, humiliating, and tying them to their beds,” AI’s researcher for Iran-related cases, Raha 
Bahreini, told Radio Farda.                    
In a letter to Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, International Trade-Union 
Confederation (ITUC) General-Secretary Sharan Burrow also voiced her deep concern over Salehi’s 
deteriorating health.                     
“Salehi should not be returned to prison and all charges against him must be canceled,” she wrote.                  
In an interview with Radio Farda, ITUC Iranian consultant Mehdi Kouhestaninejad insisted Salehi’s 
case is being watched closely.              
Referring to the pictures of Salehi in his hospital bed, Kouhestaninejad criticized what he branded as 
Iran’s “boundless cruelty” toward labor activists.                    
“Despite the ruling system’s constant attempts to scare off workers and labor activists from 
demanding their absolute rights, we have recently witnessed a significant increase in the number of 
labor protest rallies,” he said.              
Kouhestaninejad said the number of attempts to launch independent and nongovernmental labor 
unions in Iran has also increased in recent months, which, by itself, shows that Iran has failed in its 
systematic efforts to scare off workers.                    
Iran’s government has apparently decided to avoid commenting on the recent labor developments so 
far. 

Labor Activist Without Kidneys    

 Returned to Prison Against Medical Advice 

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/11/labor-activist-without-kidneys-returned-to-prison-

against-medical-advice/ 

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry and the chief 
prosecutor of Kurdistan Province have 
refused to accept a medical examiner’s 
recommendation to hospitalize imprisoned 
labor activist Mahmoud Salehi, the Center 
for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) has 
learned. 
Salehi, who has no kidneys, was rushed to a 
local hospital on November 3, 2017, from 
Saqqez Central Prison, 371 miles west of 
Tehran, and kept in intensive care for what 
doctors said was mild heart failure, his wife, 
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Najibeh Salehzadeh, told CHRI. 
He was returned to prison on November 11, against the advice of state medical officials and private 
doctors. 

“The doctors at the hospital in Saqqez as well the official medical examiner said Mahmoud should be 
hospitalized at a more modern facility in Tehran, Tabriz or Oroumiyeh,” Salehzadeh told CHRI after 
her husband was returned to prison. 

“The doctors insisted that he should not be left unattended in a confined space,” she added. “With his 
physical condition, cutting off his treatment is dangerous enough, let alone taking him back to 
prison.” 

“My husband’s life and health are in danger,” said Salehzadeh. “The Intelligence Ministry and 
judiciary officials will be responsible for whatever happens to him.” 

The founder of the Labor Unions Coordination Committee, Salehi was detained by security agents on 
October 28, 2017, as he was undergoing his weekly dialysis treatment, and transported to prison to 
begin serving a one-year sentence issued by the Appeals Court in February 2017 for “propaganda 
against the state.” 
Labor activism in Iran is seen as a national security offense; independent labor unions are not 
allowed to function, strikers are often fired and risk arrest, and labor leaders are 
consistently prosecuted under catchall national security charges and sentenced to long prison terms. 
Salehi lost his kidneys during detention in 2015 after prison authorities in Sanandaj, the capital of 
Kurdistan Province, cut off his medications. 

A group created by Salehi’s supporters has issued a statement accusing the authorities of gradually 
taking his life. 

“We believe the prison authorities’ decision to return him to prison was the result of pressure from 
the security establishment, especially the Intelligence Ministry,” said the statement by the Friends of 
Mahmoud Salehi Defense Committee, issued on November 9, 2017. 
 
“The only conclusion is that they have decided to slowly get rid of him,” said the statement. “We 
condemn any deliberate act aimed at denying Salehi treatment at a better medical facility.” 
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 Solidaritys on Esmail Abdi 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Published: 16.05.2017 

Education International reiterates its call for global solidarity and urges Iranian public authorities to 
immediately release imprisoned education union leader Esmail Abdi, whose hunger strike is taking a 
toll on his health. 

Education International (EI) has expressed its concern about the health of jailed Iranian union leader 
Esmail Abdi. A leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade Association, Abdi has been on hunger strike for 
16 days now and has lost 16 kilograms, putting his life is in serious danger. Abdi is incarcerated in 
the Evin Prison, in north western Tehran, having been sentenced to six years in jail on 7 October by 
Branch 36 of the Appeal Court of Tehran. 
The “Campaign for Human Rights in Iran” has stressed that Abdi is starting to experience the side 
effects from his hunger strike, such as weight loss, hypertension, and dizziness. He is determined to 
continue his hunger strike, but prison authorities have not reacted to any of his demands. 
Protest 
Abdi initiated his hunger strike on 30 April, protesting 
against unfair, illegal treatment of civil activists in Iran, 
and the “judiciary's lack of independence and sentencing 
of teachers’ union and labour activists, because of their 
civic activities”. In an open statement issued on 22 April, 
he denounces a continued repression of teachers by the 
'reformist' Rohany’s administration: “Currently, in this 
post-nuclear deal era, where everyone is calling for the 
rule of law, democracy, human rights, civil liberties, etc., 
we are still subject to unlawful repression of our rights, 
arrest and incarceration of teacher and labour activists, 
through mock court hearings, which last only a few minutes with predetermined sentences against 
us. All our civic activities are turned into unfounded 'security' issues and used as an excuse to send 
us to prison.”  
Solidarity 
However, through call-outs by teachers’ trade associations and collective determination, Abdi 
emphasises, teachers resorted to carrying out 'silent' protests and participating in general assemblies 
of teachers’ associations and various campaigns, such as “the Campaign for a Fair Budget” which 
collected 110,000 signatures, to bring attention to their issues. 
“Through all these efforts, teachers have demonstrated that, although we are very diverse in our 
politics, in pursuing our rights and liberties we are united, totally independent from all political 
factions,” Abdi says. 
Detention 
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The International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran reported that in 
prison, Abdi is kept in harsh detention conditions, denied communication with 
the external world, and his wife and three children are not given permission to 
visit him. 
His wife reported that she has not been given any information about her 
husband’s circumstances and health since 1st March, 2017. She raised serious 
concerns about the safety and wellbeing of her husband. 
Abdi’s attorney, Amir Salari, has told the “Campaign for Human Rights in 
Iran” that, “We hold all government officials – from the head of Judiciary, the 
Supreme Court, Attorney General, Prosecutor of Tehran district, President, 
Minister of Intelligence and other security officials – responsible and 
accountable for any harm to Mr. Abdi”. 
EI: Condemnation 
Education International strongly condemns the fact that Abdi has been 
targeted by government authorities for his union activities and demands for 

free and accessible public education for all. Instead of considering teachers’ demands for 
independent trade unions, above the poverty line wages, decent national health, decent pension 
schemes, free education, safe classroom for students, and a halt to the privatisation of education, EI 
believes that the Iranian regime has intensified pressures on teacher activists. 
Support needed  
Abdi, like other Iranian colleagues, needs your support.        
Take action and voice your protest to the Iranian public authorities                 
about the six-year jail sentence imposed on Abdi, and demand his immediate release! 
The EI Urgent Action Appeal is available here. 

 

 
  
 
I sent this message to you last Wednesday - I'm not sure if 
you saw it.  This campaign now has over 5,000 supporters, 
but it needs to be much larger if we are to get the Iranian 
government to listen.  Can you help?  Please read on, 
support the campaign and spread the word.  Thank you!  
 
* * * 
He had been released on 9 January, but this was only a 
temporary reprieve from his six-year sentence, which 
started in 2016.  
The authorities refused to extend his furlough, despite his 
poor health which resulted from harsh detention 
conditions. 
Esmail Abdi has been targeted for his union activism and 
campaigns for teachers' rights and for free public 
education. 
 
He has committed no crime.  
Please take a moment to send your message of protest to 
Iran: 
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Click here to send your message 
And please share this message with your friends, family and fellow union members. 
 
Thank you! 

 
Eric Lee 
 

 
                                                                                                  

hunger-striking Iranian teacher leader Esmail Abdi 
http://www.ctffce.ca/en/news/Pages/default.aspx?newsid=1983997915&year=2017           
https://www.otffeo.on.ca/en/news/urgent-action-appeal-for-release-of-hunger-striking-iranian-
teacher-leader-esmail-abdi/                                                                                                                             
June 1, 2017  

Presidents of provincial and territorial teachers’ organizations from across Canada, meeting in 
Vancouver, are unanimously calling on Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Chrystia Freeland to urge the Iranian government to immediately and unconditionally 
release hunger-striking teacher leader Esmail Abdi. A leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade 
Association, Abdi was targeted by Iranian authorities for his union activism and campaign for free 
and accessible public education for all. Last October he was sentenced to six years in jail on false 
charges brought by Branch 36 of the Appeals Court of Tehran.  

Abdi has been on hunger strike since April 30, 2017, to protest the continued, unlawful repression 
of teachers and human rights defenders and the lack of 
independence of the judiciary in Iran. According to reports 
from Educational International, Abdi has lost a significant 
amount of weight and is suffering from hypertension and 
dizziness. His health and safety are at risk and his life may 
be in danger. Reports indicate that Abdi was being kept in 
harsh detention conditions in the notorious Evin prison and 
has recently been transferred to a new prison ward where 
he is denied communication with his family and lawyer. 

The teacher organization presidents who are meeting in 
Vancouver expressed their unanimous support for Educational International in its demand that the 
Iranian government lift all sanctions against education unionists for their legitimate trade union 
activities, and that it respects fundamental human and trade union rights for all workers and public 
servants. 

We urge our Canadian government to request the Iranian authorities to immediately drop the 
unfounded charges against Mr. Abdi and to take all necessary measures for his immediate and 
unconditional release. 
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Free Esmail Abdi! 

15. jun 2017 

I Marlis Tepe am the Secretary of the teachers union of Germany (GEW) and am representing 
280000 teachers and education staff. For the second time I condemn the 6 year sentence for Abdi, 
a member of the TehranTeacher Trade Association who is just surviving in jail’s harsh conditions. 

Esmail Abdi was sentenced to 6 years of jail in Tehran’s 36 
revision branch in October of last year.  

Mr Abdi has been on a hunger strike since April 30th as a 
protest against the judiciary for removing his case as a 
security case.  

Reports are also showing that Mr Abdi has been held under 
harsh conditions in jail and he has been denied continuous 
communication to his family. We are very worried for his 
health and safety. 

I demand from Iran’s authorities that: 

-They remove all allegations from his case and to release 
him unconditionally. 

 -  To recognize fundamental human rihts for all teachers, workers and service staff. 

Best Regards                                                                                                                                                                                            
Marlis Tepe 

vsyndica@gmail.com 

Education International:                                           

                                              
 

Source: https://www.ei-ie.org/en/detail/15263/iranian-unionist-rearrested-one-month-after-release 

News has reached Education International of the rearrest of Iranian education union leader Esmail 
Abdi. Education International (EI) has been notified by the Iranian diaspora that Tehran teacher 
union leader Esmail Abdi was taken from his house on 27 July and returned to Evin Prison in 
Tehran. This arrest comes exactly two years after his initial arrest in connection with his union 
activities for the rights of teachers and to prevent his participation in the EI World Congress in 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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Previous arrest 

In October 2016, Abdi, a leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade 
Association, was sentenced to six years in jail on false charges. 
On 30 April 2017, he began a hunger strike to protest the 
continued, unlawful repression of teachers and human rights 
defenders and the lack of judicial independence in Iran. 

After 38 days of hunger strike, he was temporarily transferred 
to hospital on 3 June 2017 before returning to Evin Prison two 
days later. He was released on bail on 25 June. 

Repression 

His rearrest on 27 July follows the arrest a few days earlier of 15 members of the Haft Tapeh 
Sugarcane Workers’ Syndicate. These activities by Government forces indicate a renewed 
repression on unionists. 

Abdi has been targeted by the Iranian authorities for his union activism and campaign for free and 
accessible public education for all. During his previous incarceration in Evin Prison, reports 
indicated that Abdi had been kept in harsh detention conditions and was denied communication 
with his family and lawyer. 

EI: Government must respect union rights 

EI and its union partners demand that the government lifts all sanctions against education 
unionists for their legitimate trade union activities, and that it respects fundamental human and 
trade unions rights for all workers and public servants. 

Please sign the petition to free Esmail Abdi  

here: https://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=3458 

          

 
Esmail Abdi, leader of the Iranian teachers union, has been allowed to 

leave the notorious Evin Prison.It is a temporary reprieve from his six-

year sentence.  He can be re-arrested at any moment. 

Nevertheless, it is good news.  And it shows the power of campaigning 

by the international trade union movement. 

LabourStart has run several campaigns going back a number of years 

demanding Abdi's freedom. 

Read more about what has happened on the website of the Education 
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International here, and follow labour news from Iran updated throughout the day on 

LabourStart. 

Thank you for your solidarity! 

 

Eric Lee 
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Solidaritys on others 

      
 

November 07, 2017 

https://en.radiofarda.com/a/amnesty-iran-bad-treatment-of-
prisnors/28838693.html 

 

Amnesty International, AI, has slammed the Islamic Republic for shackling and handcuffing two 
prisoners of conscience who are bedbound in a hospital.It is regrettable, AI notes, that Iranian 
officials instead of immediately releasing Mahmoud Salehi and Mohammad Nazari have humiliated 
them.According to AI, Salehi and Nazari who needed medical treatment were transferred to a 
hospital where they have been shackled to their beds.“It is regrettable that Iranian officials, instead of 
immediately releasing Mahmoud Salehi and Mohammad Nazari, have treated them as criminals, 
persecute, humiliate and tying them to their beds”, AI’s researcher for Iran related cases, Raha 
Bahreini told Radio Farda.International laws allow using tools such as fetters and handcuffs only for 
the prisoners who might harm themselves or attack others and try to escape, AI 
reiterated.Furthermore, using chains and shackles that humiliate prisoners’ dignity and bring pain 
upon them is unlawful at any given situation.Earlier, several prisoners in Iran, while needing medical 
treatment, had preferred to stay in their cells and avoid putting on prison uniform and being 
handcuffed.Referring to its investigation and research, AI has announced that the judiciary and prison 
officials in the Islamic Republic are constantly violating international laws and insist on shackling 
and handcuffing political prisoners whenever they are taken to hospital.“As a rule, such behavior is 
aimed to humiliate, persecute, punish and bring extra pain upon prisoners and, in many cases, has 
delayed or disturbed their medical treatment”, AI noted. 

 

Political prisoner Mohammad Nazari 

Earlier, AI had called upon the Islamic republic officials to immediately and unconditionally release 
Mohammad Nazari and Mahmoud Salehi and ensure their regular access to special medical treatment 
until setting them free Mohammad Nazari, who has been behind bars for the past 24 years, has called 
for implementation of the new Islamic Penal Code in his case which decreases his prison term to 
fifteen years, which automatically would lead to his release. Nevertheless, his demand was dismissed 
and Nazari, in protest, has been on hunger strike for nearly hundred days.“Now, in the 24th year of 
my imprisonment, I am alone, with no one to rely on,” he has written in a letter, adding, “I am on 
hunger strike because I have no options left.”Calling for help, Nazari has also written, “Don’t 



  Alternative Workers News-Iran          No. 62 (Global Solidarity with Iranian Workers  )-  P.  34   

abandon me, I don’t have anyone. My father, mother and brother were laid to rest years ago... Your 
helping hand is my only hope. Help me. Help me so that my voice can be heard. Help me gain the 
freedom I am legally entitled to.” 

 

Mahmoud Salehi, a labor activist. File photo 

The spokesman for the Organizational Committee to Establish Trade Unions, Mahmoud Salehi, who 
has been imprisoned since April 9, 2007 is also seriously ill.Amnesty International believes that he is 
a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of 
expression and his association with the 2004 May Day demonstration.“I have lost my kidneys since I 
did not have access to medical treatment and received my medicine with much delay”, Salehi has 
disclosed on his Facebook account.The Islamic Intelligence Ministry and judiciary have not yet 
responded to the claim. 

 

30 April 2017 

AI Index Number: MDE 13/6147/2017       
Iran: Release imprisoned trade unionists and uphold workers’ rights  
 
Several trade unionists in Iran languish in prison while many others face prison sentences of up to a 
decade solely for their peaceful trade union activities, Amnesty International said today, on the eve of 
International Worker’s Day on 1 May.  
The organization renews its calls on the Iranian authorities to immediately and unconditionally 
release those imprisoned for their peaceful trade union work, and quash the harsh prison sentences 
that have been handed down to others for similar reasons. The authorities must lift their repressive 
and unlawful ban on independent trade unions, and allow workers to hold peaceful gatherings, 
including on International Workers’ Day, and to exercise their right to form and join independent 
trade unions to improve their living situations, which they describe as increasingly dire and poverty-
stricken. Trade unionists currently jailed in Iran for their peaceful activism include Esmail Abdi, a 
mathematics teacher and a member of the board of directors at the Teachers’ Trade Association of 
Tehran (ITTA-Tehran), who is serving a six-year prison sentence; and Behnam Ebrahimzadeh, a 
member of the Committee to Pursue the Establishment of Workers’ Organizations, who has spent 
nearly seven years in prison, serving two separate prison terms totalling almost 13 years. On 22 April 
2017,  Esmail  Abdi  announced  that  he  would  launch  a  hunger  strike on the  eve of  International  
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Workers’ Day “in solidarity with all teachers and Esmail Abdi  
workers, and in protest at the lack of independence of the judiciary,  
which is issuing national-security convictions against individuals 
who are active with workers’ and teachers’ trade associations.”  
The prospect of imprisonment looms over several other trade 
unionists, including three other members of the board of directors 
at the Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran, Mahmoud Beheshti 
Langroodi, Mohammad Reza Niknejad, and Mehdi Bohlooli; a 
member of the Committee to Pursue the Establishment of 
Workers’, Mahmoud Salehi; three members of the Syndicate of 

Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, Davoud Razavi, Ebrahim Madadi, and Reza 
Shahabi; and two members of the Free Union of Workers of Iran, Jafar Azimzadeh and Shapour 
Ehsanirad.  
These men have all been sentenced to harsh prison terms ranging from five to 11 years, after grossly 
unfair trials before Revolutionary Courts on trumped-up national security charges such as “gathering 
and colluding to commit crimes against national security”, “spreading propaganda against the 
system”, “disrupting public order” and “forming a group with the purpose of disturbing national 
security”. Most are free on bail pending the outcome of their appeals; Reza Shahabi was granted 
medical leave in October 2014 after spending four years in prison but has recently been summoned 
back to prison. The men’s court verdicts blatantly reveal the extent to which Iran’s courts cite 
peaceful trade union activities as “evidence” of “acts against national security” and “anti-
revolutionary propaganda”. These activities include: organizing peaceful gatherings, including on 
International Worker’s Day; attending peaceful protests against poor wages and publishing their 
photographs on-line; receiving invitations to attend international meetings of trade unions; signing 
statements in support of trade union rights; and launching petitions to seek a rise in the national 
minimum wage.  
 
REPRESSION OF INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY GATHERINGS  
 
International Workers’ Day this year appears already to be following a 
common pattern whereby the Iranian authorities deny workers the right to 
peaceful assembly.  
The Free Union of Workers of Iran has reported that several trade union 
activists, including Ali Nejati, a member of the board of directors of the 
Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company Trade-Union in Dezfoul, Khuzestan 
Province, and Sheys Amani, a member of the board of directors of the Free 
Union of Workers of Iran in Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province, have been 
summoned by intelligence officials for interrogation ahead of 1 May and 
were warned against organizing gatherings.  
In 2016, the Human Rights Activists News Agency, an independent human 
rights organization, reported that security forces supressed May Day 
gatherings across the country, detaining at least 12 trade union activists from different cities and 
summoning another four for interrogations.  
In the court verdicts of trade unionists reviewed by Amnesty International, participation in 
International Workers’ Day gatherings is consistently cited as “evidence” of “spreading propaganda 
against the system” or other national-security related offences. Sometimes, as in the case of 
construction worker Osman Esmailee, this appears to be the main activity for which a prison 
sentence was handed down. Branch One of the Revolutionary Court in Saqqez, Kurdistan Province, 
sentenced him to a one-year prison sentence in October 2015. He is currently at liberty pending the 
outcome of his appeal hearing, which took place in March 2017.  
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On the eve of planned May Day demonstrations, Amnesty International urges the Iranian authorities 
to respect the right to peaceful assembly and end all repressive measures aimed at prohibiting 
peaceful gatherings.  
 
BACKGROUND  
By criminalizing peaceful trade union activities and banning the formation of independent trade 
unions, the Iranian authorities are flagrantly violating their human rights obligations under 
international law. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), both of which Iran has ratified, 
impose an obligation on the Iranian authorities to respect and protect the rights to freedoms of 

expression, association and peaceful assembly, as well 
as the right to form and join trade unions of one’s 
choice. Trade unionists are also protected under the 
UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, which 
highlights the obligation on states to respect the right to 
defend human rights, which includes trade union 
rights, and protect human rights defenders from 
harassment, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and 
other ill-treatment.  
Iran’s Labour Code permits worker representation only 
through an Islamic Labour Council (ILC) or a trade 
association (also known as a Guild Society). Under the 
existing legal framework, an ILC and a trade 

association cannot exist at the same enterprise. In practice, ILCs receive more support from the 
government, which has resulted in an organizational monopoly in their favour.  
The primary purpose of ILCs, as set out in Iranian legislation, is to support the Islamic Republic 
system rather than trade union rights. Section 130 of the Labour Code states that the establishment of 
Islamic societies is “to propagate and disseminate Islamic culture and to defend the achievements of 
the Islamic revolution.” Furthermore, candidates standing for election to ILC boards face 
discriminatory screening procedures, including the need to demonstrate their Islamic belief and 
“practical allegiance” to Islam, and show that they are faithful to the rule of the Supreme Leader 
(velayat-e faqih).  
Trade associations are not independent either and must obtain state approval to function. The 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs is mandated to inspect the election of trade association 
officials. Trade associations are required to inform the Ministry of general assemblies at least 15 days 
before they take place. Ministry officials are entitled to observe, interfere with and disrupt such 
meetings, and issue measures of suspension and dissolution.  
Despite undue restrictions on the right to freedom of association and a ban on independent trade 
unions, many workers in Iran have courageously formed such unions as well as workers’ support 
organizations in order to protest against unpaid wages, precarious work conditions, staggering 
inflation and poor living conditions.  
Workers’ rights are human rights. Amnesty International stands in solidarity with trade unionists in 
Iran as they strive to ensure their right to establish independent trade unions and bring about a day 
where all persons in the country are able to enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights, including 
the right to just and favourable conditions of employment, social security, and an adequate standard 
of living for oneself and one's family, including access to adequate food, clothing, housing, education 
and quality health services. 
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CAUGHT IN A WEB OF REPRESSION: IRAN’S HUMAN 
RIGHTS DEFENDERS UNDER ATTACK 

WATCH VIDEO   

CAMPAIGNS 
Iran is waging a ruthless crackdown against people w ho stand up to injustice and defend 
human rights. 

The country’s courageous human rights defenders have come under suffocating levels of repression 
at the hands of Iran’s judicial and security apparatus.   

Scores of human rights defenders, including anti-death penalty campaigners, women’s rights 
activists, trade unionists, minority rights activists, human rights lawyers, and activists seeking truth, 
justice, and reparations for the mass extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances of the 
1980s are facing lengthy prison sentences in connection with their peaceful activities, and many 
others are being subjected to surveillance, interrogations and drawn out trials. Those who defend 
human rights are often labelled “foreign agents” and “traitors” by state media, and prosecuted and 
jailed by the authorities on bogus “national security” charges.   

The Iranian authorities must release immediately and unconditionally all human rights defenders 
imprisoned solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression, association and 
assembly, and end the misuse of the justice system to silence activists.   

Join Amnesty International’s campaign in support of Iran’s brave human rights defenders who have 
risked their life and liberty to help others. Sign our petition. 

Philip Luther, Amnesty International’s Research and Advocacy Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

THESE HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS ARE PEOPLE WHO HAVE RISKED 

EVERYTHING TO BUILD A MORE HUMANE AND JUST SOCIETY 
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SMEAR CAMPAIGNS AND STIGMATIZATION 

 The criminalization of human rights defenders in Iran takes place against the backdrop of ongoing 
smear campaigns against them. The authorities routinely equate the defence of human rights to 
“espionage” and “incitement to sedition”.  

Women who oppose compulsory veiling (hijab) have also been subject to severe smear campaigns on 
state media. State media often use derogatory terms such as “sluts”, “deviant” and “corrupt” to 
demean and degrade these women. 

Smear campaigns against human rights defenders are not only intended to discredit their work in the 
eyes of the public but also ferment an attitude of mistrust, and even hostility, toward human rights 
defenders on the part of the media and the rest of society. 

CHARGES UNDER WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS HAVE BEEN                     

.                          ROUTINELY CRIMINALIZED INCLUDE:         

BRAVE IS DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAN 

 

IRAN: RELEASE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS FROM UNJUST 

IMPRISONMENT  

The space for human rights activism in Iran is rapidly shrinking, as the state’s 

judicial and security bodies intensify their crackdown. But anti-death penalty 

campaigners, women’s and minority rights activists, trade unionists, and many 

others bravely continue to speak up. 
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Their determination is met with severe conse-
quences - they are locked up after grossly unfair 
trials, and branded as “enemies of the state” and 
“traitors” by the Iranian state media.  

Narges Mohammadi is a distinguished and 
award-winning human rights activist. An 
inspiration to many, she speaks out against the 
death penalty and passionately defends women’s 
rights. She has already served six years in prison 
for her work at the Centre for Human Rights 
Defenders. She has now been sentenced to a 
further 16 years behind bars. Narges has 
suffered seizures in prison and requires specialized 
medical care which she cannot receive there. She 
has been cruelly separated from her family, 
including her two young children, Ali and Kiana, 
who she has not seen for two years.  

Arash Sadeghi has been sentenced to 19 years in prison. His crime? Peaceful human rights activities, 
including communicating with Amnesty International. Arash’s treatment in prison has been chilling. 
He’s been tortured, beaten and sexually humiliated. He was arrested along with his wife, and he 

could hear her cries in the next cell as she, 
too, was interrogated. He is critically ill 
following a prolonged hunger strike and 
urgently needs specialized medical care. 

Narges and Arash’s cases are just the tip of 
the iceberg. Dozens of others in Iran are 
being harassed, and some even tortured and 
jailed – just for having the courage to speak 
out against injustice. 

.           
But we can find the spark of courage in all of us to speak out for what’s right. Join us, and call 
on Iran’s Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif to: 

 Release Narges Mohammadi and Arash Sadeghi immediately and unconditionally 

 Release all other human rights defenders who have been imprisoned solely for peacefully 
exercising their rights and, until they are released, make sure that all they are given the medical care 
they need, and if necessary are taken outside prison to receive it; 

 Make sure that the criminal justice system is not used to target human rights defenders for 
their peaceful activities, and ensure a safe and enabling environment where it is possible to defend and 
promote human rights without fear of reprisal, punishment or intimidation. 

We won’t stop until they’re all free. Sign the petition now and let Iran know that the world is 
watching. 
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NARGES MOHAMMADI  

Narges Mohammadi, a distinguished and award-winning human rights defender, a vocal opponent 
against the death penalty, and a passionate advocate for women’s rights, has been sentenced to 16 
years’ imprisonment because of her peaceful human rights work and has been subjected to public 
smear campaigns for her human rights work. She is currently imprisoned in Tehran’s Evin prison. 
She has already completed a six-year prison sentence for her work at the Centre for Human Rights 
Defenders, which had operated in Iran for a number of years before it was forcibly shut down by the 
authorities in 2008.  

Narges Mohammadi has faced years of harassment and 
intimidation from the Iranian authorities and has been in 
and out of prison for over a decade for her peaceful 
human rights activities. Her most recent arrest took place 
in May 2015.  The authorities told her that she was 
arrested to resume serving the six-year prison sentence 
from 2011. She believes that her arrest was in reprisal for 
her meeting with Catherine Ashton, the then EU foreign 
policy chief on International Women’s Day in 2014.  

In May 2016, following an unfair trial before a 
Revolutionary Court in Tehran, Narges Mohammadi was 
sentenced to an additional 16 years in prison for “forming 
a group composed of more than two people with the 
purpose of disrupting national security”, “gathering and 
colluding to commit crimes against national security”, and “spreading propaganda against the 
system”. The first charge, which accounts for 10 years of her sentence, was brought in connection 
with her involvement with an anti-death penalty campaign.  

The “evidence” brought against her in court included her media interviews about human rights 
violations in Iran, her participation in peaceful gatherings outside prisons to support families of death 
row prisoners, her contact with other human rights defenders including Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Shirin Ebadi, her participation in peaceful protests to condemn acid attacks against women, and her 
2014 meeting with Catherine Ashton, the EU’s former European Union’s former High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.  

Narges Mohammadi has health conditions, including a neurological disorder, which has led to her 
suffering seizures in prison. She requires ongoing specialized medical care. She is also the mother of 
two 10-year-old twins, Ali and Kiana, whom she has been cruelly separated from and has not seen in 
over two years. Her children were forced to leave the country to live with their father in France after 
she was imprisoned because there was no one to look after them in Iran with her imprisoned. in Evin 
prison, serving two separate prison terms totalling 19 years. He is being punished for his peaceful 
human rights activities, including communicating with Amnesty International and providing the 
organization and other human rights groups with information on the human rights situation in Iran. 
His is critically ill following a prolonged hunger strike earlier this year and needs ongoing specialized 
medical care, which he cannot receive in prison. Despite this, the Iranian authorities have consistently 
blocked his admission to a hospital outside of prison. 
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Arash Sadeghi, who will spend his second consecutive birthday in prison on 29 
September, is imprisoned in Tehran’s Evin prison, serving two separate prison 
terms totalling 19 years.  

Human rights activist Arash Sadeghi is imprisoned Arash Sadeghi was arrested on 6 September 2014 
together with his wife Golrokh Ebrahimi Iraee, also a human rights defender. He was then taken to 
Section 2A of Evin prison, which is run by the Revolutionary Guards, and held in solitary 
confinement for six months before being released on bail on 14 March 2015. He reported that during 
this period, he was repeatedly tortured, including through beatings and sexual humiliation. 

In August 2015, following an unfair trial before a 
Revolutionary Court in Tehran, Arash Sadeghi was 
sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment on spurious 
charges including “spreading propaganda against 
the system”, “gathering and colluding to commit 
crimes against national security”, “insulting the 
founder of the Islamic Republic” and “spreading 
lies”. The court verdict cited over 50 peaceful 
human rights activities as “evidence” of Arash 
Sadeghi’s involvement in “actions against national 
security”. The court also activated a four-year 
suspended prison sentence from 2011, which also.

                related to his peaceful activism.  Golrokh Ebrahimi 
Iraee, who was tried with her husband, was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment, in relation to an 
unpublished story she wrote about the cruel practice of stoning.  This sentence was later reduced to 3-
and-a-half years as part of a Nowrooz (Iranian New Year) pardon. She is currently held in Evin 
prison.   

PEACEFUL HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVITIES THAT LANDED ARASH IN JAILTOLD. 
                    
Online Activities 

To communicate and organize, many defenders rely mainly on social media and digital 
communication platforms. As a result, the authorities are increasingly using their posts on Facebook, 
Twitter and other social media as “evidence” of criminal activity. Alireza Farshi Yekenli , the 
founder of an online campaign to commemorate International Mother Language Day in Iran, has 
received a 15-year prison sentence for his peaceful activism supporting minority language rights.  
Alireza Farshi’s posts on Facebook and Telegram, a popular social media application, are mentioned 
as “criminal evidence” in the verdict of his case. According to the court, these posts reflect Alireza 
Farshi’s “hostile mentality against the country’s territorial integrity” and “promote separatist 
thoughts”. In reality, the posts cover a wide range of subjects from the situation of prisoners of 
conscience belonging to Iran’s Azerbaijani Turkish minority to broad questions related to history, 
language, nationhood and identity. 
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Intensified Repression 

The use of national security-related and other charges to silence human rights defenders is not new in 
Iran, nor are the grossly unfair trials before Revolutionary Courts. However, across the board, human 
rights defenders caught in the web of state repression have experienced noticeably worse treatment at 
the hands of Iran’s abusive criminal justice system.  

Trials of human rights defenders on national 
security-related charges in Iran take place 
before Revolutionary Courts, which are 
characterized by unfair, summary and 
predominantly secret processes. The trial of 
anti-death penalty campaigner Atena Daemi 
before a Revolutionary court in March 2015 
was grossly unfair – it took place with three 
other activists, lasted about 45 minutes in 
total, and Atena Daemi was not permitted to 
be in the courtroom at the same time as the 
others who she was being tried with. She is 
now serving a seven-year prison sentence 
after being convicted of charges related to her activism, including her involvement in Iran’s growing 
movement against the death penalty.    

Human rights defenders are also often held in prolonged solitary confinement and are given little or 
no access to their families. Many are subjected to torture or other ill-treatment during interrogations 
and some are coerced into making “confessions”, while judges systematically fail to order 
investigations into their torture allegations. Arash Sadeghi said that after his September 2014 arrest 
his interrogators tortured him, including by kicking him, punching him in the head, slapping and 
choking him.  No investigation was conducted into his allegations of torture and other ill-treatment. 
Arash Sadeghi reported that he told the judge during his trial he had been tortured in detention, but he 
was laughed at and told “everyone says that”.  Minority rights activists Mohammad Ali Amouri and 
Rahman Asakereh have said after their arrests in 2011 they were repeatedly tortured, including 

through sleep and food deprivation, kicking, beatings with electric 
cables and gas hoses and suspension from the ceiling.  

Human rights defenders are routinely denied access to a lawyer 

from the time of arrest and during investigations. Not only are 

lawyers routinely denied access to their clients, they are often 

themselves targeted by the authorities. Prominent human rights 

lawyer Abdolfattah Soltani continues to languish in Iran, serving 

a 13-year prison sentence on spurious national security-related 

charges for carrying out his professional work and peacefully 

defending human rights. 
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Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
Embassy oft he Islamic Republic of Iran 
generalsekretaer@eda.admin.ch 
Deputy@iranembassy.ch 
 
Berne, 6 November 2017 
Excellencies 
Dear Sir and Madam          
 
On behalf of the Swiss Trade-Union Confederation SGB/USS we demand the immediate release of 
Reza Shahabi. We express our wholehearted support and solidarity for Reza Shahabi who is currently 
on a hunger strike in opposition to his torture and treatment as trade unionist and democrat. 
SGB/USS urges the lranian authorities to take all necessary measures for the immediate and 
unconditional release of Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi, detained for reasons connected with their 
activities in defence of the interests of workers. Reza Shahabi, the executive board member and 
Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company has been renewed detention again on 
August 9, 2017. According to the prosecutor 's office, stated to Reza Shahabi’s wife, Shahabi has to 
be in prison until December 22, 2018. 
Esmail Abdi, a leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade Association sentenced to six years in jail on 
bogus charges, was transferred to hospital as a consequence of his 38 days of hunger strike in protest 
of the continued repression of teachers and the lack of judicial indepen-dence in Iran. He was 
returned to Evin Prison two days later. Esmail Abdi was briefly released on bail in June only to be 
rearrested on 27 July. Mr. Shahabi’s and Mr. Esmail Abdi’s continued imprisonment sorely 
contradicts lran's international obliga-tions. The detention of trade unionists for reasons connected 

with their activities in defence of the interests of 
workers constitutes a serious inter-ference with civil 
liberties in general and with trade union rights in 
particular. At least the lLO Committee on Freedom of 
Association (CFA) called on you to lift the sentence 
against Mr Shahabi and requested that he should not 
spend any more time in prison. 
We are very concerned about the harsh detention 
conditions imposed on them and fear for their safety 
and wellbeing. 

Adresse 
Berne, 6 November 2017   
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
generalsekretaer@eda.admin.ch 
Deputy@iranembassy.ch  
The international community and we hold your government responsible and accountable for any 
worsening of their situation. Terminate the detentions. 
Sincerely yours 
SWISS TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION 
Luca Cirigliano 
Head of International Affairs 
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  On December 2, workers at the giant Haft Tapeh sugar cane                             
plantation and mill complex in the southern city of Shush launched     a 
new round of strikes and demonstrations after more than four months 
without wages or benefits. The workers and their families are hungry, 
and they need your support. 

  The Haft Tapeh workers have always had to fight for their wages and 
pensions and their rights. In 2008, workers formed an independent 
union - affiliated to the IUF - following a 42-day strike to demand long-
standing wage arrears. In June this year, the workers again held work 
stoppages and demonstrations to demand payment of wage arrears of up 

to four months. In response to our international campaign, the wage arrears were partially settled; 
temporary workers are still owed two months' wages for 2016. But workers have not been paid since 
July 11. And many workers face criminal charges in connection with their earlier protests over non-
payment of wages. 

CLICK HERE TO SEND A MESSAGE TO THE IRANIAN AUTHORITIES 

 
Place: United Nations, from 12 pm to 2 pm 
In defense of workers' rights and trade union freedoms in Iran  
In Iran workers are deprived of essential freedoms: 
- the right to strike, 
- the right to demonstrate, 
- the right to form trade unions. 
 
Accused of having violated these prohibitions, 
thousands of employees are arrested, many are jailed 
and some are condemned to death.  
 
The French trade union organizations CFDT, CGT, 
FSU, Solitaires and UNSA are calling on the workers' 
organizations present in Geneva on the occasion of the 
International Labor Conference 2017 to gather at Place  
United Nations to demand: 
- The release of imprisoned trade unionists;   Hassan Saeedi (middle) and officials of      
- The right to form independent trade unions in Iran; the World Labor Organization – Geneva 
- The presence of genuine and independent workers'                  
organizations representing workers in the Iranian delegation to the International Labor Conference 
of the ILO. 
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The day began with a greater announcement out of a few invitations from Iranian workers – from 
Independent workers organization Mr. SAEEDI representing Tehran Bus syndicate could come out 
of Iran and with great supports of seven French worker organizations attend the session of ILO and 
address the International workers. Saeedi reached out to the audience and by explaining briefly the 
miserable situations of Iranian working class and great resistant movements against capitalist bosses 
and Government moved the whole of representatives chalenging solidarity to the end with workers 
of Iran. 
One of the great achievement was a solidarity move with Iranian works as follows:                                              
As briefly described in the weekly report on the support of the Iranian Labor Movement, Hassan 
Saeedi met with the representative of the Swedish syndicates Leif Isakson (LO), France (CGT-
CFDT-UNSA-SOLIDAIRES-FSU) and the head of the human affairs department and the rights of 
the CSI Syndicate, Mr Mamadou Diallo, expressed their desire to work to expand the French 
collective in support of Iranian workers globally. 
Although it is possible to rely on the commitment of these unions, but in order to achieve this 
demand, our own efforts are also needed. 
Therefore, we suggest that the active comrades in the institutions contact the local syndicates in their 
place of residence and activity, stating the 7-year history of the collectivist union in France, in order 
to create such a international collective action. 
 
 

 
 

Walter Sanchez, General Secretary of the "International 
Union of Industrial Workers" in a letter to Iranian 
government has asked for the rapid joining to C176 - 
Safety and Health in Mines Convention, 1995 (No. 176) 
and meanwhile start to implement its Articles for the 
safety and health in Iranian mines.  
This letter has been written after the explosion and the 
collapsing of a coal mine in Azadshahr in Golestan 
Province, where 44 miners were killed and search is 
continuing to find other dead miners. In his letter he also 
offered the "International Union of Industrial Workers" 
readiness for technical cooperation to improve the 
safety conditions in Iran’s mines. 

He added that in the past 8 years more than 30 workers have lost their lives for lack of comprehensive 
implementation of health and safety principles in Iran.  
 

 

Haft Tapeh workers in Iran win unpaid wages                
after months of struggle   
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The long struggle by workers and their union at the Haft Tapeh sugar complex in Shush, Iran to 
secure wages and pensions unpaid since July 2017 has ended with full payment of the massive wage 
and benefit arrears to workers. Permanent workers, seasonal workers, casual daily workers and 
retirees have now been paid their arrears through mid-January of this year. 
There is unfinished business: the company has not 
recognized the union, which was establish-ed in the 
course of a 42-day mass strike over unpaid wages in 
2008. And there are no guarantees that management 
will not revert to form and again deny workers their 
wages and benefits. 
It is nonetheless an important success for the workers 
and the union, who showed unwavering determination 
and discipline in the face of consistent provocation and brutality by the employer, the police and the 
local authorities. The rolling strikes and demonstration underway since December have been an 
object lesson in the power of solidarity, and international support was crucial in publicizing the 
workers' fight and sustaining morale. sustaining morale. 
 
The Haft Tapeh Sugar Workers' Union has expressed its warm appreciation for the solidarity and 
support they have received 
 

 

“Working class people in Iran have risen up because their conditions have become intolerable. They 
have not benefited from the nuclear deal, and the regime squanders money on corruption and 
regional conflict. 

“Iran needs a strong, independent trade union movement to represent the interests of working 
people. The Government of Iran has seen the scale of the discontent. The solution is to stop its 
repression of trade union activists, to ratify core ILO conventions, and allow workers to organize and 
negotiate better conditions.” 

 

Iran: to the miners and the population                        
in the province of Golestan created: 

Saturday, June 03, 2017  

dear colleagues, members of love and family, we and the miners around the world mourn with you to 
at least 35 coal miners, who are killed in an accident in the coal mine at Azad SHAHR. Many of the 
buddies crashed to death when they wanted to come to help their colleagues in danger and thereby 
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spared no danger for her own life! Any 
of this buddy is missing his colleagues, 
his family in his district or village. But 
we also go beyond the mourning. Today 
the technique is developed long ago, to 
completely prevent such gas explosions. 
We „ the international mining Con-
ference (IMC) „ call that worldwide the 
latest technology is incorporated in all 
mines to prevent such accidents. 

We create ourselves with the inter-
national mining companies and the them related Governments, that put rather inadequate technology 
for their profits, go over safety across, and deliberately and knowingly at risk make the life of the 
miners. No fine words or appeals enough to enforce our demands. To enforce to the highest possible 
safety standards worldwide in mining our demands, we must join together and lead our struggles 
across national borders, and coordinate. Main requirements for work safety are included in the of the 
2nd International Conference of miners in the February 2017 in India adopted program of struggle. It 
will be released in the near future on our homepage. (www.minersconference.org) 

In the final communiqué of the 2nd International Conference on coal miners it says: 

"Die are miners of the world not to defeat! 

"The miners are United not to defeat! " Let's make it to reality! 

Become a member in the international miners coordination! 

Andreas Tadysiak                                                                                                                                                                         
Main co-ordinator of the international coordination group                                                                                                
International coordination group (ICG)                                                                                                                
International miners coordination (IMC)                                                                                                                                                   
Office: narrow Horst Road 1 c;                                                                                                                                                                   
45899 Gelsenkirchen; Germany                                                                                                                                                           
Phone: 0049 209 - 36 17 42 32                                                                                                                                                                    
email: info@minersconference.org 

 

Solidarity for ever 
 

Solidarity for ever 

That is why  

That is why 

Union makes strong 

The workers of the world, men and women have gone through the same experience of subjugation, 
exploitation, sufferings, death and complete devastations. 
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 The miners of all lands, black or white, brown or 
red have been through the same experience of harsh 
life, struggle to survive, facing death and guns 
when they stood for their rights. 

The chain of black pits woven to gather from 
Cardiff in South Wales to Cape Town in South 
Africa, from Colorado in the States to Azad Shar 
mine in Iran are a show of force , a solidarity belt 
history has never witnessed. They all are one in 

solidarity and help. 

 

  Iran: „Haft Tappeh“ sugar workers are fighting for 

their wages, pensions and rights! 

 
17 July 2017 
 Urgent Action  
 
Workers at the giant Haft Tapeh sugar cane 
plantation and mill complex in the southern 
city of Shush have always had to fight for 
their wages and their rights. In 2008, workers 
formed an independent union - affiliated to 
the IUF - following a 42-day strike to 
demand long-standing wage arrears. Union 
leaders have endured arrest, prison and 
blacklisting.  The workers and their union 
face repression as they once again 
demonstrate to claim massive wage and 
benefit arrears.  

Conditions have worsened since the company was privatized in a murky deal in 2015 whose details 
have never been fully brought to light. Since October last year, workers have had to repeatedly hold 
strikes and demonstration to demand payment of wages and benefits, most recently in June this year. 
Thousands of workers have not been paid their wages for two months and as many as four. Pension 
benefits have been suspended in recent months because of the company's failure to pay into the state 
social security scheme. Over half the plantation and mill workers have no permanent employment 
contracts and live in permanent insecurity. Current and retired workers and their family members 
have been harassed and threatened with closure of the company if they continue to demand their 
rights; workers are routinely harassed, dismissed and kept under constant surveillance of the security 
forces. 

The Haft Tapeh workers and their union are demanding full payment of wage and benefit arrears; 
recognition of the union as the workers' legal representative; and the company's return to government 
ownership.  

CLICK HERE to send a message to the Iranian authorities in support of the workers' demands. 
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Iran: Protests Show Need for Fundamental Reform 

 
4 January 2018      

The suppression of protests in Iran this week, with the tragic deaths of more than 20 people 
and the arrest of several hundred, will do nothing to resolve the underlying social and economic 
discontent across the country. Anger over youth unemploy-ment, as high as 60% in some areas, 
spiralling inflation and the continued decline in real incomes is being fuelled by resentment at 

Iran’s role in military conflicts abroad while 
the domestic economy is failing.  

The modest increase in GDP after the lifting of 

nuclear sanctions in 2015 has not lifted living 

standards for millions of people in the carbon-

dependent economy, and the vast social and 

economic influence of the republican guard and 

of religious bodies are major barriers to reform. 

Non-payment of wages, one of the causes of the 
protests, is impoverishing many workers, such 

as at the Haft Tapeh sugar production complex, where workers have gone for 4 months without pay 
after a dubious privatisation of the facility. Workers involved in independent trade union activity face 
severe repression, including imprisonment on false charges such as the cases of Reza Shahabi, 
Esmail Abdi, Ebrahim Madadi and many others. Iran is ranked in Category 5 «no guarantee of 
rights» in the ITUC’s Global Rights Index. 

«Democratic reforms, including gender 
equality and respect for freedom of 
association, assembly and speech are the 
only basis on which real social justice can 
be achieved. Unravelling the military’s 
domination of the economy and the power 
of fundamentalist clerics over everyday 
life are crucial to the prospects of shared 
prosperity and economic security. The 
people of Iran desperately need investment 
in jobs and decent incomes. At the 
international level, dialogue was vital in 
forestalling Iran’s nuclear weapons 
programme, and all countries should stand ready to engage constructively in a democratic reform 
agenda», said ITUC General Secretary Sharan Burrow. 

For more information :  
https://www.equaltimes.org/iranian-workers-continue-to#.Wk4ksd-nHIU 
http://www.labourstart.org/news/country.php?country=Iran&langcode=en 
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Iran: Release imprisoned trade unionists  
and uphold workers’ rights 

  
 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL  
PUBLIC STATEMENT  
 
30 April 2017  
AI Index Number: MDE 13/6147/2017  
 
Several trade unionists in Iran languish in prison while many others face prison sentences of up to a 
decade solely for their peaceful trade union activities, Amnesty International said today, on the eve of 
International Worker’s Day on 1 May.  
The organization renews its calls on the Iranian authorities to immediately and unconditionally 
release those imprisoned for their peaceful trade union work, and quash the harsh prison sentences 
that have been handed down to others for similar reasons. The authorities must lift their repressive 
and unlawful ban on independent trade unions, and allow workers to hold peaceful gatherings, 
including on International Workers’ Day, and to exercise their right to form and join independent 
trade unions to improve their living situations, which they describe as increasingly dire and poverty-
stricken.  

Trade unionists currently jailed in Iran for their 
peaceful activism include Esmail Abdi, a mathematics 
teacher and a member of the board of directors at the 
Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran (ITTA-
Tehran), who is serving a six-year prison sentence; and 
Behnam Ebrahimzadeh, a member of the Committee 
to Pursue the Establishment of Workers’ 
Organizations, who has spent  interrogation ahead of 1 
May and were warned against organizing gatherings 
nearly seven years in prison, serving two separate 
prison terms totalling almost 13 years. On 22 April 
2017, Esmail Abdi announced that he would launch a 
hunger strike on the eve of International Workers’ Day 

“in solidarity with all teachers and workers, and in protest at the lack of independence of the 
judiciary, which is issuing national-security convictions against individuals who are active with 
workers’ and teachers’ trade associations.”  
The prospect of imprisonment looms over several other trade unionists, including three other 
members of the board of directors at the Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran, Mahmoud 
Beheshti Langroodi, Mohammad Reza Niknejad, and Mehdi Bohlooli; a member of the 
Committee to Pursue the Establishment of Workers’, Mahmoud Salehi; three members of the 
Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, Davoud Razavi, Ebrahim Madadi, 
and Reza Shahabi; and two members of the Free Union of Workers of Iran, Jafar Azimzadeh and 
Shapour Ehsanirad.  
These men have all been sentenced to harsh prison terms ranging from five to 11 years, after grossly 
unfair trials before Revolutionary Courts on trumped-up national security charges such as “gathering 
and colluding to commit crimes against national security”, “spreading propaganda against the 
system”, “disrupting public order” and “forming a group with the purpose of disturbing national 
security”. Most are free on bail pending the outcome of their appeals; Reza Shahabi was granted 
medical leave in October 2014 after spending four years in prison but has recently been summoned 
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back to prison. The men’s court verdicts blatantly reveal the extent to which Iran’s courts cite 
peaceful trade union activities as “evidence” of “acts against national security” and “anti-
revolutionary propaganda”. These activities include: organizing peaceful gatherings, including on 
International Worker’s Day; attending peaceful protests against poor wages and publishing their 
photographs on-line; receiving invitations to attend international meetings of trade unions; signing 
statements in support of trade union rights; and launching petitions to seek a rise in the national 
minimum wage.  
 
REPRESSION OF INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY GATHERINGS  
International Workers’ Day this year appears already to be following a common pattern whereby the 
Iranian authorities deny workers the right to peaceful assembly. 
The Free Union of Workers of Iran has reported that several trade 
union activists, including Ali Nejati, a member of the board of 
directors of the Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company Trade-Union in 
Dezfoul, Khuzestan Province, and Sheys Amani,  a member of the 
board of directors of the Free Union of Workers of Iran in Sanandaj, 
Kurdistan Province, have been summoned by intelligence officials for 
interrogation ahead of 1 May and were warned against organizing 
gatherings. 
 
In 2016, the Human Rights Activists News Agency, an independent 
human rights organization, reported that security forces supressed May 
Day gatherings across the country, detaining at least 12 trade union activists from different cities and 

summoning another four for interrogations.  
In the court verdicts of trade unionists reviewed by Amnesty 
International, participation in International Workers’ Day 
gatherings is consistently cited as “evidence” of “spreading 
propaganda against the system” or other national-security 
related offences. Sometimes, as in the case of construction 
worker Osman Esmailee,  this appears to be the main activity 
for which a prison sentence was handed down. Branch One of 
the Revolutionary Court in Saqqez, Kurdistan Province, 
sentenced him to a one-year prison sentence in October 2015. 
He is currently at liberty pending the outcome of his appeal 
hearing, which took place in March 2017.  
On the eve of planned May Day demonstrations, Amnesty 
International urges the Iranian authorities to respect the right to 
peaceful assembly and end all repressive measures aimed at 
prohibiting peaceful gatherings.  

 
BACKGROUND  
By criminalizing peaceful trade union activities and banning the formation of independent trade 
unions, the Iranian authorities are flagrantly violating their human rights obligations under 
international law. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), both of which Iran has ratified, 
impose an obligation on the Iranian authorities to respect and protect the rights to freedoms of 
expression, association and peaceful assembly, as well as the right to form and join trade unions of 
one’s choice. Trade unionists are also protected under the UN Declaration on Human Rights 
Defenders, which highlights the obligation on states to respect the right to defend human rights, 
which includes trade union rights, and protect human rights defenders from harassment, arbitrary 
arrest and detention, torture and other ill-treatment.  
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Iran’s Labour Code permits worker representation only through an Islamic Labour Council (ILC) or a 
trade association (also known as a Guild Society). Under the existing legal framework, an ILC and a 
trade association cannot exist at the same enterprise. In practice, ILCs receive more support from the 
government, which has resulted in an organizational monopoly in their favour.  
The primary purpose of ILCs, as set out in Iranian legislation, is to support the Islamic Republic 
system rather than trade union rights. Section 130 of the Labour Code states that the establishment of 
Islamic societies is “to propagate and disseminate Islamic culture and to defend the achievements of 
the Islamic revolution.” Furthermore, candidates standing for election to ILC boards face 
discriminatory screening procedures, including the need to demonstrate their Islamic belief and 
“practical allegiance” to Islam, and show that they are faithful to the rule of the Supreme Leader 
(velayat-e faqih).  
Trade associations are not independent either and must obtain state approval to function. The 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs is mandated to inspect the election of trade association 
officials. Trade associations are required to inform the Ministry of general assemblies at least 15 days 
before they take place. Ministry officials are entitled to observe, interfere with and disrupt such 
meetings, and issue measures of suspension and dissolution. Despite undue restrictions on the right to 
freedom of association and a ban on independent trade unions, many workers in Iran have 
courageously formed such unions as well as workers’ support organizations in order to protest 
against unpaid wages, precarious work conditions, staggering inflation and poor living conditions.  
Workers’ rights are human rights. Amnesty International stands in solidarity with trade unionists in 
Iran as they strive to ensure their right to establish independent trade unions and bring about a day 
where all persons in the country are able to enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights, including 
the right to just and favourable conditions of employment, social security, and an adequate standard 
of living for oneself and one's family, including access to adequate food, clothing, housing, education 
and quality health services. 

  

National Office 
Paddy Crumlin – National Secretary I Will Tracey – Deputy National Secretary 

Jan Bray and Warren Smith – Assistant National 
Secretaries 

Resolution of the sydney Branch 
Monthly Meeting 

August 29, 2017 

The MUA Sydney montly meeting expresses ist 
wholehearted support and solidarity for Reza 
Shahabi and Esmail Abdi who are currentlye 
fighting the murderous Iranian theocracy. 

These unionists are engaged in a hunger strike in opposition to their torture and treatments as trade 
unionist and democrats. 
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Maritime workers recognise the fight of Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi as Being part of our own 
struggle and calls on the Iranian government to immediately release these political prisoners. 

We call on the Turnbull Government to intervene and seek the release of these brave unionists from 
their torturous and murderous captors in the Iranian Government. 

Carried Unanimously 

Sydney Branch Monthly Meeting 

Notifies of International Education            
.   about the conviction of the arrest                        
of Mohammad Habibi, a caring teacher        

The recent arrest of a teacher and a member of the 
board of directors of the Teachers' Association of 
Tehran at his school explicitly states that 
persecution of union members in Iran continues. 
On March 3, Mohammad Habibi was arrested in 
his school and, according to local reports, he was 
arrested and haughty. They claim that security 
forces have used pepper spray and bracelet in the 
presence of their students. According to police 
sources, according to sources, they first took him 
to his house and seized some of his personal 
belongings. Habibi was then taken to Evin Prison    Mohammad Habibi        
for arrest .His family had no news of him and they did not know where he was or whether he was in 
good health. However, officials still have not provided a reason to arrest him. Habibi was already 
threatened by Iran for his role as a union leader. Teachers' guilds in various cities and provinces 
immediately objected to his arrest.  This is the most recent case of the Iranian authorities dealing with 
the activities of the trade union, which in Iran, of course, has a long history and acts as a criminal 
offense with guild activities members oft he healthInter-national Union of Education have objected   
Niknejad                 Hashemi              Bodaghi               Abdi                         to.      the continued imprisonment.
         Other well -known members. 
          of the Teachers 'Union behind the.
          bars are Mahmoud Beheshti Lang-
          roudi and Isma'il Abdi, leaders of
            Tehran Teachers' Association.
         Abdi was sentenced. to six years

            in prison by injustice in the Islam-
            -ic Revolutionar Tribunal.  

                   fighting committee 

 International education along with.
 the working class has launched  

     Habibi                Baghani                Bohluli             Beheshti campaigns to force the Iranian
         authorities   members  of  the  trade 
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 union union who were imprisoned because of their legal activities in the 
union. Mohammad Habibi, who welcomes the release of Reza Shahabi 
March 13th. Reza Shahabi is a Ganji for the Tehran Workers' Union and 
a suburban bus company. Reza Shahabi will pay a penalty of 68 million 
to the Iranian rial (about 1,500 euros). He is also not allowed to 
participate in any union activity or political activity for two years. Last 
year, EI, the International Transport Workers' Union (ITF) and other 
international unions also contributed to the inhuman conditions of union 
members in Iranian prisons.                      .                                     

  Teacher's place is not in prison!                        
Teachers must be freed! 

 

 
 immediately and unconditionally release those imprisoned for their 
peaceful trade union work, and quash the harsh prison sentences that 
have been handed down to others for similar reasons. The authorities 
must lift their repressive and unlawful ban on independent trade unions, 
and allow workers to hold peaceful gatherings, including on 
International Workers’ Day, and to exercise their right to form and join 
independent trade unions to improve their living situations, which they 
describe as increasingly dire and poverty-stricken. 

Trade unionists currently jailed in Iran for their peaceful activism 
include Esmail Abdi, a mathematics teacher and a member of the board 
of directors at the Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran (ITTA-
Tehran), who is serving a six-year prison sentence; and Behnam 
Ebrahimzadeh, a member of the Committee to Pursue the Establishment 
of Workers’ Organizations, who has spent nearly seven years in prison, 
serving two separate prison terms totalling almost 13 years. On 22 April 
2017, Esmail Abdi announced that he would launch a hunger strike on 
the eve of International Workers’ Day “in solidarity with all teachers and 
workers, and in protest at the lack of independence of the judiciary, 

which is issuing national-security convictions against individuals who 
are active with workers’ and teachers’ trade as sociations.”   

The prospect of imprisonment looms over several other trade unionists, 
including three other members of the board of directors at the Teachers’ 
Trade Association of Tehran, Mahmoud Beheshti Langroodi, 
Mohammad Reza Niknejad, and Mehdi Bohlooli; a member of the  

Committee to Pursue the Establishment of Workers’, Mahmoud Salehi; 
three members of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus 
Company, Davoud Razavi, Ebrahim Madadi, and Reza Shahabi; and two 
members of the Free Union of Workers of Iran, Jafar Azimzadeh and 
Shapour Ehsanirad. These men have all been sentenced to harsh prison 
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terms ranging from five to 11 years, after grossly unfair trials before Revolutionary Courts on 
trumped-up national security charges such as “gathering and colluding to commit crimes against 
national security”, “spreading propaganda against the system”, “disrupting public order” and 
“forming a group with the purpose of disturbing national security”. Most are free on bail pending the 

outcome of their appeals; Reza Shahabi was 
granted medical leave in October 2014 after 
spending four years in prison but has recently been 
summoned back to prison. The men’s court 
verdicts blatantly reveal the extent to which Iran’s 
courts cite peaceful trade union activities as 
“evidence” of “acts against national security” and 
“anti- revolutionary propaganda”. These activities 
include: organizing peaceful gatherings, including 
on International Worker’s Day; attending peaceful 
protests against poor wages and publishing their 

photographs on-line; receiving invitations to attend international meetings of trade unions; signing 
statements in support of trade union rights; and launching petitions to seek a rise in the national 
minimum wage. 

Repression of international workers’ day gatherings  

International Workers’ Day this year appears already to be following a common pattern whereby the 
Iranian authorities deny workers the right to peaceful assembly. 

The Free Union of Workers of Iran has reported that several trade union activists, including Ali 
Nejati, a member of the board of directors of the Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company Trade-Union in 
Dezfoul, Khuzestan Province, and Sheys Amani, a member of the board of directors of the Free 
Union of Workers of Iran in Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province, have been summoned by intelligence 
officials for interrogation ahead of 1 May and were warned against organizing gatherings. 

In 2016, the Human Rights Activists News Agency, an independent human rights organization, 
reported that security forces supressed May Day gatherings across the country, detaining at least 12 
trade union activists from different cities and summoning another four for interrogations. 

In the court verdicts of trade unionists reviewed by Amnesty International, participation in 
International Workers’ Day gatherings is consistently cited as “evidence” of “spreading propaganda 
against the system” or other national-security related offences. Sometimes, as in the case of 
construction worker Osman Esmailee, this appears to be the main activity for which a prison sentence 
was handed down. Branch One of the Revolutionary Court in Saqqez, Kurdistan Province, sentenced 
him to a one-year prison sentence in October 2015. He is currently at liberty pending the outcome of 
his appeal hearing, which took place in March 2017. 

On the eve of planned May Day demonstrations, 
Amnesty International urges the Iranian authorities to 
respect the right to peaceful assembly and end all 
repressive measures aimed at prohibiting peaceful 
gatherings.  

Background 

By criminalizing peaceful trade union activities and 
banning the formation of independent trade unions, the 
Iranian authorities are flagrantly violating their human 
rights obligations under international law. The 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
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Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), both of which Iran has 
ratified, impose an obligation on the Iranian authorities to 
respect and protect the rights to freedoms of expression, 
association and peaceful assembly, as well as the right to form 
and join trade unions of one’s choice. Trade unionists are also 
protected under the UN Declaration on Human Rights 
Defenders, which highlights the obligation on states to respect 
the right to defend human rights, which includes trade union 
rights, and protect human rights defenders from harassment, 
arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and other ill-treatment.  

Iran’s Labour Code permits worker representation only 
through an Islamic Labour Council (ILC) or a trade 

association (also known as a Guild Society). Under the existing legal framework, an ILC and a trade 
association cannot exist at the same enterprise. In practice, ILCs receive more support from the 
government, which has resulted in an organizational monopoly in their favour. 

The primary purpose of ILCs, as set out in Iranian legislation, is to support the Islamic Republic 
system rather than trade union rights. Section 130 of the Labour Code states that the establishment of 
Islamic societies is “to propagate and disseminate Islamic culture and to defend the achievements of 
the Islamic revolution.” Furthermore, candidates standing for election to ILC boards face 
discriminatory screening procedures, including the need to demonstrate their Islamic belief and 
“practical allegiance” to Islam, and show that they are faithful to the rule of the Supreme Leader 
(velayat-e faqih).  

Trade associations are not independent either and must obtain state approval to function. The 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs is mandated to inspect the election of trade association 
officials. Trade associations are required to inform the Ministry of general assemblies at least 15 days 
before they take place. Ministry officials are entitled to observe, interfere with and disrupt such 
meetings, and issue measures of suspension and dissolution. 

Despite undue restrictions on the right to freedom of association and a ban on independent trade 
unions, many workers in Iran have courageously formed such unions as well as workers’ support 
organizations in order to protest against unpaid wages, precarious work conditions, staggering 
inflation and poor living conditions. 

Workers’ rights are human rights. Amnesty International stands in solidarity with trade unionists in 
Iran as they strive to ensure their right to establish independent trade unions and bring about a day 
where all persons in the country are able to enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights, including 
the right to just and favourable conditions of employment, social security, and an adequate standard 
of living for oneself and one’s family, including access to adequate food, clothing, housing, 
education and quality health services.  

                                                  
Reza Shahabi and other Iranian trade union activists 

do not belong in prison 
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Iran's reintegration into the international arena is unfortunately not followed by improved situation 
for trade union activists within free and independent trade unions in the country. Here is a gloomy 
report on the reality of the people in Iran who engage in free and independent trade unions to fight for 
labour rights. 
 
Reza Shahabi, a member of the executive council of the Tehran bus drivers' union, was arrested in 
June 2010. In 2016 Reza's ongoing five-year prison sentence was extended for another year. Reza is 
temporarily released on bail to receive medical treatment for torture injuries he suffered in prison. 
Although Reza’s medical treatment is not completed, he has now been called back to prison. 
Together with his lawyer, Reza appealed to the authority for security issues on his case. The authority 
for security issues has however ordered him back to prison. These discussions are still ongoing. 
 
Tehran's revolutionary court has ordered Reza to appear at the prosecutor's office on February 11, 
2017, at the latest, to be brought back to prison. It should be noted that the Iranian regime, following 
international pressure from trade unions in other countries, officially announced that Reza Shahabi 
had been released and returned to his former workplace. This information is incorrect.  
 
We can also note that Ebrahim Madadi and Davoud Razavi, both members of the executive council 
of the Tehran bus drivers' union, are urged to immediately return to 
prison to serve a five-year prison sentence. After having served a 
five-year prison sentence, Behnam Ebrahimzade was given an 
extended prison term of seven years. 
 
Jafar Ezimzadeh, leader of the Iranian Free Workers’ Union, is now 
a requested person and has been ordered to appear in division No. 4 
in the city of Saveh, to serve a five years’ prison sentence. 
Mohammad Salehi, former leader of the bakery workers’ union in 
the city of Saghez, is convicted to nine years of imprisonment, but 
due to kidney disorder and diabetes he is currently free, in order to 
receive medical care. 
 
Esmail Abdi, President of Iranian teachers’ union, has been 
sentenced to six years of imprisonment, Mahmoud Beheshti 
Langarudi, spokesperson of the Iranian teachers’ union has been 
sentenced to fourteen years of imprisonment, and three other 
members of the board of the Iranian teachers’ union have been convicted to between five and six 
years of prison sentence, because of their union activities.  
 
This reveals the Iranian regime’s and Iranian judicial authorities’ total lack of respect of the 
fundamental human rights and of the ILO. The Swedish Trade Union Confederation, The Swedish 
Municipal Workers’ Union, the Swedish Transport Workers’ Union and IF Metall condemn the 
persecution and imprisonment of free and independent trade union activists in Iran.  
  
We demand: 

 That all imprisoned unionists must be unconditionally released 

 That all charges against trade union activists must be dropped 

 That Iran must respect and apply the core labour standards of the ILO 
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 That the brutal treatment of trade union activists and dissenters must cease  

                   

Anders Ferbe        Tobias Baudin             Lars Lindgren                  Karl-Petter Thorwaldsson 
IF Metall        Municipal Workers    Transport Workers  LO Union                                
Union 

 

Solidarity statement from “Unifor” 
      a general trade union in Canada   

 
In behalf of „Unifor“ 315,000 members working in every major sector across Canada, I write to 

express our solidarity in full support with the Iranian people courageous stand fighting for freedom 

and dignity. The Iranian regime must respect it`s people human rights and put in end to the absuses 

and d eprivation of ist own people.  

„Unifor“ is inspired by the bravery oft he men and women seeking justice and we stand with them in 

colling on the regime in Tehran to stop persecuting Iranians speaking out against high food prices, 

labour standard, freedom of speech and respect. 

It`s our believe that a better Iran is possible and we call on the Canadian goverment and goverments 

and freedom loving people around the world to support the people of Iran through this difficult time. 

In solidarity, 

Mohamad Alsadi 

Unifor, Director Human Rights and International Department 

 

To our Iranian class brothers/sisters:  

Our sufferings are common, so are the enemies! 

 

Association of International Workers` Solidarity  

Long live the international unity of workers` struggle! 

 

Dear Iranian class brothers/sisters, 

We feel in our heart, together with you, the grief for the disaster caused by the big earthquake. 
Hundreds of deaths sacrificed for capitalism and thousands of injured makes us deeply sad. We send  
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our condolences to all our Iranian class brothers/sisters.  

We know that capitalist system of exploitation is the 
chief culprit to blame for the sheer number of deaths 
caused by events that are called natural disasters. 
Bourgeois politicians and capitalist owners of property 
are directly to blame for the destruction and loss of 
lives caused by these disasters. We also know that 
unless this order of exploitation is overthrown and a 
new social order is established, based on the interests 
of workers and toilers at large, that is, of the 
overwhelming majority of society, an order ruled by 
themselves, there will be no end to these sufferings and sacrifices to capitalism.  

We have learned that most of the victims lost their lives in housing estates built particularly for the 
poor and in public buildings. This is no surprise for us, since we witnessed the same thing in the 
earthquakes in Turkey. Despite the difference in their religions and nationalities, the rulers act in the 
same callousness and greed against workers and toilers. Does it not this similarity alone prove that all 
toilers of the world, regardless of their religion, nationality, race etc., must wage a common struggle 
against capitalist exploiters? 

We know that it is not earthquakes, floods etc. but capitalism that kills. So let us all together heighten 
the struggle to kill capitalism, and strengthen the international unity and solidarity of the working 
class.  

Long live class solidarity! 

Down with capitalism! 

UID-DER (Association of International Workers’ Solidarity)  

 

Workers at „Haft Tappeh“ in a session                                                                        
of the one hundred and sixth ILO 

 
 

 

 

The report of the Secretary General of the Federation of Ritchi, James Assistant laborers food, 
agricultural, hotel, restaurant, and tobacco and services worldwide (IUF) in the general meeting of 
the 106 session of the Work International Conference -Geneva 

14 June 2017        

The General Manager and the representatives present in the meeting of the International Conference 
on 106th. I stand here to give my report to the Director General of the Conference.Mr. Ryder 
(Secretary General of the International Labor Organization) announced the opening of his speech, 
which refers to his career deserve to face Conference (Decent Work Agenda) that the Declaration of 
the year 2008 in conjunction with social justice in a world we want fair, which is the motto of this 
fundamental labor rights principles for many years. We also agree with his comments that "there is 
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no other principle, which directly take a heart sign 
the commitment of the international labor 
organization that represents her identity we will 
appear at the arena or  

else there." 

General Manager, all the Member States for the 
dynamics of political commitments and practical 
action again to end abuses that have no place in 
the world it is not what is called in. 

I would like to have been the continuing 
systematic violation, workers who frequently 

repeated by the employer, namely the violation of basic rights of the workers syndicate „Haft 
Tappeh“ in Iran. 

In the past ten years, the workers receive their wages finished „Haft Tappeh“. This situation during 
the past two years after the transfer of the company to the private sector is deteriorating. Not only the 
items related to the workers ' problems are not fixes, but wages could not be paid in a timely manner 
as well, sometimes months delayed wage workers are the creditor And workers at the peak of despair 
on the streets and protest in front of the Governor's Office. We urge the Iranian Government to 
immediately 95 Convention (on the protection of wage) is an international organization of work.  

More than 1000 workers who are currently employed and retired sugar cane factories are „Haft 
Tappeh“ this month with the support of their spouses and children, to get their unpaid wages and 
benefits a few months strike. „Haft Tappeh“ company in response to the protests of workers 
threatened to dismiss them that or its workers have to return to work or the management of „Haft 
Tappeh“to shut down and the company can understand. Workers at „Haft Tappeh“ to get their 
overdue wages and other issues related to their Advantages with numerous demonstrations and 
strikes over the past years are involved. These workers previously in front of the Governor's Office in 
the city of Susa gathered and have threatened that they will rally again, management must pay them 
dstensd what is owed to the workers.  

In October 2016, more than 500 people of the company's workers went on strike demanding payment 
of their salaries, and that three months was postponed. 1800 reports that workers at least two months 
overdue. The other 800 of the company's workers are not paid at least chharmah are seeking rights. 
According to the terms of these workers, the factory of a security to a space industrial complex has 
become a constant presence and intimidating the police, that the management team at all times helps 
escort the space this indicates the 
condition. Digital cameras are 
everywhere in the workplace is installed 
and security guards of these cameras for 
controlling workers ' every move. The 
daily ordinary workers and dismissed 
the protest part of workers with arrest 
and illegal detention. We insist we get 
and you want to ask the Iranian 
Government to prevent the action of the 
employer and the workers ' State of 
persecution.  

The processes of health and safety in the workplace has not yet run. Air temperature at the time of the 
workers toil over 50 degrees Celsius. Permanent contracts for workers who do not have a job 



  Alternative Workers News-Iran          No. 62 (Global Solidarity with Iranian Workers  )-  P.  61   

classification system. They like to work and 
temporary workers the minimum wage they are a 
quarter of what the real wages should be paid. 
We. as of Iran's representatives want to workers 
with a permanent contract and job security. 131 
fixed the minimum wage Convention, Iran to 
deliver justice to workers ' wages has passed. 

The members of the Executive Board of the sugar 
cane workers syndicate of temporary work 
contracts, „Haft Tappeh“. This is a calculated 
strategy to suppress the freedom of Association 
and freedom of expression. The members of the 
Executive Committee of the Union will have to 

send your registration and signing of the agreement and that no action against the employer and 
company do not. 

We urge the Iranian Government to sugar cane workers syndicate „Haft Tappeh“ as the exclusive 
agent of the workers of the „Haft Tappeh“ to recognize and allow them to proceed to all activities in 
accordance with the Convention of the international organization working in your workplace. The 
members of the syndicate have no absolutely no job security and human rights in. 

World Federation of Trade Unions                                                                
Class  oriented – uniting - democratic - modern – independent!                                             

WFTU condolences for the dead workers                                                 
in mine explosion in Iran 

06 May 2017 
IRAN, MIDDLE EAST 
At least 35 miners lost their lives because of an 
explosion that took place in a mine in North 
Iran. The World Federation of Trade Unions, 
representing 92 million workers in the 5 
continents, expresses its sincere condolences to 
the families and friends of miners.                     The 
WFTU stands firmly on the side of miners all 
over the world and supports the demands for 
better and safe working conditions at the 
workplaces.    

The Secretariat 

URGENT  ACTION 
IRANIAN PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE CRITICALLY ILL 

 
 
Prisoner of conscience Mohammad Nazari, who has been 
unjustly languishing in prison for over two decades, is 
critically ill and needs urgent medical care outside prison. 
He has been on hunger strike since 30th of July, demanding 
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his release from prison. He must be released immediately and unconditionally.  
 

The health of prisoner of conscience Mohammad Nazari, 46, 
who has spent half of his life in prison, has seriously 
deteriorated as a result of his prolonged hunger strike. He has 
undertaken a hunger strike since 30th of July in protest to his 
unjust imprisonment and the refusal of the authorities to 
review his conviction and sentence, which followed a grossly 
unfair trial and stemmed from his peaceful support of the 
political goals of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran 
(KDPI). He has lost about 25 kilograms in weight, his blood 
pressure has repeatedly dropped, and he has become so 
physically weak that he can no longer walk or talk. He also 
suffers from several general health problems including heart 

disease, for which prison doctors have long said herequires specialized medical care outside prison. 
The authorities have consistently ignored such advice. On 19th of October, Mohammad Nazari was 
transferred to a hospital outside prison on anemergency basis, but he was returned to prison  after one 
night without receiving adequate treatment. Despite his deteriorating health, Mohammad Nazari has 
said that he will continue his hunger strike until he dies, unless the authorities grant his repeated 
requests for a fair review of his case.  
Mohammad Nazari was arrested aged 23 in May 1994 by Revolutionary Guards officials in Bukan, 
West of Azerbaijan Province. He was held for over a month in solitary confinement, first by the 
Revolutionary Guards and then by the Ministry of Intelligence. He has said that, during this period, 
he was subjected to torture including beatings, kicking, and flogging on the soles of his feet, and 
threats made against his sister, in order to make him “confess” to being involved in an alleged 
assassination plot against a number of people affiliated with the Revolutionary Guards. No evidence 
of the plot or his involvement in any armed activities was presented in court. Amnesty International 
believes that the allegation was fabricated, and that the real reason for his arrest was related to his 
political beliefs. Following agrossly unfair 30-minute trial before a Revolut ionary Court in the city 
of Mahabad in West of Azerbaijan Province, Mohammad Nazari was convicted of “enmity against 
God” (moharebeh) and sentenced to death. The court issued its verdict based on his forced 
“confessions”, despite Mohammad Nazari repeatedly telling the court they had been made under 
torture and that Ministry of Intelligence officials had told him they knew the story of the alleged 
assassination plot had been fabricated. Mohammad Nazari’s death sentence was commuted to life 
imprisonment in 1999. He has since submitted numerous requests for retrial but apparently none of 
them have been considered by the authorities. At no point during his detention or trial did he have 
access to a lawyer. He has also never received an official copy of the verdict.  
 
Please write immediately in English, Persian, or your own language, calling on the Iranian 
authorities to:  
 
 Release Mohammad Nazari immediately and unconditionally as he is a prisoner of conscience 
targeted solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association through 
expressing sympathy towards the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran;  
 Ensure Mohammad Nazari is given immediate and regular access to specialized medical care 
outside prison, which complies with medical ethics, including the principles of confidentially, 
autonomy and informed consent.  
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 4th  DECEMBER 2017 TO:  
Head of the Judiciary  
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani  
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c/o Public Relations Office  
Number 4, 2 Aziz Street Intersection  
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  
Salutation: Your Excellency  
Prosecutor General of Tehran  
Abbas Ja’fari Dolat Abadi  
Office of the Prosecutor  
Corner (Nabsh-e) of 15 Khordad Square  
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran  
Salutation: Mr.  
And copies to:  
Deputy for Human Rights and International Affairs, Ministry of Justice  
Mahmoud Abbasi, Number 1638, Vali Asr Avenue, Tehran,  
Islamic Republic of Iran  
Email: dr.abbasi@sbmu.ac.ir 
Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local 
diplomatic addresses below.  
Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 

The statement of the world's authors and artists 

in support of national protests in Iran 

 Among the signatories (to this day) are Antonio Gammunda, the great contemporary poet of Spain 
and Paul Ester, the author and critic of the famous American and ....  

  Ringtones are ringing in Iran.  The earth is shaking and corruption at all levels of government kills 
us.  We, the people of Iran, are the only victims of all natural disasters.  Our houses are in every 
earthquake.  We die everyday on dangerous roads.  We are in the fires in the rubble of buildings.  
Even our breathing air is confiscated.  But those who sit in their tall towers are long.  Our oil 
enhances them and continues to make money rich in illicit and violent means.  Day by day, our 
natural and natural resources and our natural resources are being destroyed and thrown out in 
economic crises, in the extreme spread of poverty, general insecurity, political insecurity, and absurd 
and absurd slogans that do not make us fat people but dread.  The National Election Organization has 
become a circus that brutal and insensitive leaders, on a grand scale, are shamelessly humiliated.  
They deceive democratic procedures to ridicule democracy.  They are engineered and manipulated to 
put up more power and despise us more.  Election campaigns count citizens as forgetful shoppers 
who never ask and do not want guarantees.  

 During the social and political history of mankind, the emergence and growth of every uprising was 
based on three principles:  
 1  The bodies that join together  
 2  Questioning and testing  
 3  Imagination and imagination.  

 From the ruminants of China and Babylon to the slaves of Egypt and Rome, from the peasants of 
Cuba and Mexico to the workers of Spain and Iran, the resemblance of the bodies that have shaped 
the uprisings of humanity is indisputable. Against cruelty, the only connection, the most natural 
crystallization of the defense instinct.  The bodies are constantly joining together, and the united 
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single movement is the first and most solid step towards change. But what does this dense bodies 
advance?  Search?  Questioning?  

Wherever human is behind the bars, wherever a person is under exploitation, under pressure, or 
subject to discrimination and contempt, he asks himself and ask the other: Why?  Why are we 
following a animal and chasing us?  Why are they so cruel?  Why are we tortured?  Why do they kill 
us every day and in every way?  This questioner, which is the essence of rationality, brings those 
interconnected bodies into movement and leads them towards a constructive imagination: 
imagination is the most inanimate asset of man.  It stays in the rain.  You can not be imprisoned or 
stopped.  Penetrates, rinses and watered, and creates a new perspective.  

 We Iranians have been looking for each other for centuries.  We found each other in the streets, in 
the homes of suffering factories, in the offices of Malalai, at the universities of suffocation, in 
freezing schools.  First, we found people who either wanted to lead us, or wanted us to lead them, and 
there were those who approached us, with the aim of abusing us.  We looked at our past, always with 
regret.  A century ago, and finally we found that effective struggle and insurrection, not the necessary 
leader, nor the ruler, nor the savior.  It is necessary for the struggle to curse, human dignity and solid 
organization and organization.  

 

 Today, alarm bells are ringing in Iran.  The tones are ringing to bring our loneliness together.  All of 
us, beyond the boundaries of ethnicity, nationality, religion and color.  

 We demand war against life.  
 We call for words and respect against silence.  
 We ask for memory, forgetfulness  
 We seek dignity against insult and humiliation.  
 Against repression, we rise up.  
 Against Democracy, Democracy and True Liberty.  
 We demand justice for the rulers' crimes.  

 Some Signatures: Paul Auster, Antonio Gamoneda, Margo Glantz, Esmail Khoi, Eduardo Milán, 
Mario Bellatin, Siri Hustvedt, Pierre Joris, Jerome Rothenberg, Charles Bernstein, Elsa Cross, Sholeh 
Wolpe, Mohsen Emadi, Omid Shams, Reza Ghassemi, Shahriar Mandanipour , Ángel Guinda, 
Manuel Martinez Forega, Agustin Porrás, Dariush Arjmandi, José Angel Leyva, Philippe Ollé-
Laprune, Benjamin Mayer, Pablo Soler Frost, Frédéric-Yves Jeannet, Safaa Fathy, Ahmad Yamani, 
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Mihaela Moscaliuc, Michael Waters, Louise Lawler, Payam Fotouhiyehpour, Ali Asghar Fardad, 
Saeed Yusef, Masud Noghrekar, Arthur Loera, Sylvie Debs, Lyn Coffin, Guadalupe Nettel, Edward 
Telles, Rodolfo Mata, Ron Silliman, Peter Straub, Seb Doubinsky, Antoni Casas Ros, Luna Miguel, 
Jarkko Tontti, Saghi Ghahreman Masud Tufan Sepideh Jodeyri Trinidad Ruiz Marcellan Ismael 
Santos Jennifer Mackenzie Jared Schickling Mary Jo Bang Rob Stafford  Srin Madani, Naeimeh 
Doostdar, Sasan Amjadi, Ursus Sartorius, Panos Bosnakis, Diana Naecke, Risto Niemi-Pynttäri, 
Mercedes Luna, Antoni Sanchiz, Isabelle Ingold, Jennifer Langer, Hossein Dowlatabadi, Catherine 
Davidson, Jeffrey Ruoff, Jorgen Mikkelsen, Mario Domínguez Parra , Rosamaría Bolom, Suzanne 
Roberts, Scott Ezell, Joyce Davis, Tom McColl, Eloísa Otero, Giorgio Lavezzaro, Irena Corsini, 
Manouchehr Dousti, Roozbeh Asadian  

 

Mass movement and handicaps in Iran 
 

 
 The mass movement, which started with economic, social and political demands in Iran, continues in 
different forms. The actions that started in Mashhad, the second largest city in the country, quickly 
spread to many cities, including the capital Tehran. Actions take place in many cities as well as in 
many other cities.  
Despite their popularity, it is said that the actions of the mass movement, which broke out in the 2009 
elections, could not reach its dimensions. But the movement is more specific in terms of both the 
social position of the participating masses and the raised demands. 
 
Last drop of glass over 2018 budget 

The "reformist" Hasan Ruhani administration, who came to work with great promises, offered 
nothing to laborers except for poverty, unemployment and misery. Towards the end of the year, when 
formal unemployment was close to 13%, salaries were not paid to retirees in time, some businesses 
delayed the wages of workers, and some of the moles that got stuck in corruption and bribes were 
sulky. The neo-liberal policies followed by the spiritual administration led to such deepening of 
economic and social problems. 

The 2018 budget announced on these terms has already brought salt to the social problems that have 
already deepened. As fuel prices 
increased with foodstuffs, customs 
duties from some imported basic 
consumption items were also 
increased. While reforms are being 
added to the number of millions living 
under the poverty line, the Iranian 
bourgeoisie, with its "reformist" and 
"conservative" segments, is adding 
wealth to its wealth. The gradual 
deepening of the gap between the 
classes is the main reason that the 

masses drift into revolt. Of course, factors such as the intensity of political oppression and the limited 
democratic rights and freedoms played a role in the development of the movement. 
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Against the two wings of the bourgeoisie  
 
Just as in other capitalist countries, mass 
acts of social problems are happening in 
Iran periodically. However, while basic 
labor organizations such as trade unions 
are weak, the intense political pressure 
creates the opportunity for mass action 
and long-term action. 
The mass actions in 2009 could not go 
beyond being an extension of the clash 
between sovereign classes. Participation 
in the actions that support the 
"reformist" bourgeoisie, generally 
against the "conservative" bourgeoisie, 
was mostly limited to university youth and middle classes. The social pressures of the molls were 
protested more than social problems in the actions. 
This time the movement that breaks out against social demolition seems to dominate the working-
class character. The moving laboring character is reflected both in the rising social content of the 
slogans and in the stance of the bourgeoisie against the two "reformists" and "conservatives". Actions 
against the administration of Hasan Ruhani, the representative of the "reformist" bourgeoisie, also 
disturbed the part of the bourgeoisie represented by the moles. In fact, the "conservative" 
bourgeoisie's approach to the actions was harder than Spiritual. While accepting that it was spiritual 
rightful claims, the other side accused the local people of being foreigners. 
It is crucial for the future that the movement of the mass movement beyond the boundaries of the 
intergovernmental confrontation, even though it is at its starting point. If the movement can hold on 
this basis, it will also prepare the appropriate floor for the working and working classes to combine 
around their demands. 
 
Basic weakness leadership problem 
 
In 1979, the mollors under Khomeini's leadership, which seized the initiative following the popular 
revolution that broke the US puppet king regime, liquidated the progressive-revolutionary movement 
in brutal ways. It was one of the most fundamental handicaps of the working class and laborers that 
the Iranian leftist, who played an active role in the revolution, was pushed out of power and almost 
destroyed. This problem is still not overcome. Indeed, the most obvious weakness of the outbreaking 
mass movement is that it lacks a revolutionary leadership, which is its program and its goals. 
It is understandable that the movement of the mass starts itself spontaneously. However, this 
situation, which has certain advantages at the beginning, creates handicaps in terms of development 
of movement. The fact that there is no revolutionary pioneer that can actually lead the movement is 
inviting other forces to take over. As a matter of fact, the remnants of the People's Mujahideen and 
the Shah regime are trying to benefit from the process by claiming that they lead the movement. 
However, it is not possible for the laborers to respect the remnants of the Shah, and there is nothing 
that the Islamic militants in the past left in line with, but engaged to the United States after the 
invasion of Iraq, could present to the laborers. The more effective the working class dynamics in Iran 
will be possible by rebuilding the revolutionary movement on this classroom ground. 
Spiritual management approach 
 
Although actions emphasized the emphasis on foreign intervention, the Hasan Ruhani administration 
admitted that it was an error, that economic and social problems increased, people's demands were 
justified, and that they should work to meet them. The spiritual also stated that it takes time to solve 
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the problems, so he wants patience. It was also expressed that the spiritual administration and the 
opposition understood that the demands of the people should be met. 
The spiritual administration gives the impression that even if the demonstrators try to control the 
demonstrators with violence, they are in a "compromising" position, accepting that claims are 
legitimate. As far as the Spiritual is trying to stay on this line. Because it is not possible to suppress 
the anger of the laborers with the violence of the police, but the demands of the workers' demands 
must be taken in order to cut off the foreign forces who take the opportunity to intervene in Iran. 
 
The ominous role of the US-Israel-El-Saud trio 
 
USA, Israel, Turkey and the Gulf Sheikh 
was important not to defeat Iran's role in 
the coalition of Syrian policy. Recently, 
the AKP government's relations with Iran 
are following a fluctuating course. 
However, the hysteria of withdrawing the 
suffering of the US-Israel-El-Saud trio's 
Syrian defeat from Iran is not over. As a 
matter of fact, this ultra-reactionary 
alliance, which began to rub its hands at 
the beginning of its actions, has begun to 
blur the waters from the first moment. 
Considering the threats of El Suud prince some time ago, "we will carry the war into Iran", it is 
understood that the danger of foreign intervention through certain powers is serious. Events such as 
burning of buildings, vehicles, opening fire in some cities, strengthen the claim that there are forces 
that want to deflect the show from its goal. 
It is no secret that the US-Israel-El-Suud cease wants to drag Iran into chaos and demolish the 
administration. There should also be no doubt that they will resort to any means of achieving these 
goals. Of course this almighty alliance has nothing to do with the demands of the laborers. They want 
to deviate from the goal of the movement and use it to their own disgusting targets. Just like Syria, 
Libya and so on. As in countries ... However, even if such an effort is made, it does not legitimize 
police violence, nor does it remove the fact that the claims of the laborers are justified and legitimate. 
 
Dirty media war started 
 
As always, collaborators with the United States are engaging in a dirty media battle that uses 
truthreversing, fictitious images, asparagas news, and other events in different countries. This dirty 
war was also launched against Iran from the first moment. The images taken in Bahrain in Latin 
America are presented as if they were made in Iran. It was understood that close to half of the twitter 
messages calling for action were being put on the market in Saudi Arabia. 

 
The fact that dirty war is launched so quickly 
indicates that the imperialists and their 
collaborators will continue to strive to deflect 
the movement from its goal. As a matter of fact, 
thousands of messages and videos have been 
published containing technical information on 
the social media that calls for violence, incites 
the burning of official institutions, and attacks 
law enforcement. This reveals the effort that is 
being made to squeeze the bloody images. 
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First decomposition in motion  
 
Entering Monday night held demonstrations 
in armed conflict with the police in some 
cities, the killing of three of a total of 11 
people from law enforcement officials as a 
result of it, seems to have created a division 
within the movement. In the evening, a small 
number of people "pirate action" shows the 
group that there are allegations that 
militarization efforts. As a matter of fact, it 
is reported that the participation in the 
activities performed in the evening in the last 
days is very limited. For example, the 
participation in Tehran is said to be around 200 people. 
 
Increasing the dose of violence and demonstrations in the fifth day to find them the death toll has 
caused the emergence of two different forms of action. In more massive actions, economic and social 
demands are raised and the use of weapons is protested. It is obvious that mass movements are not in 
favor of the laborers in this situation. Because the movement of mass acts with boundaries to the 
armed dimension will cause the state to further increase the dose of violence, as well as facilitate the 
work of the forces that are waiting in ambush to deflect the actions from their targets. Those living in 
countries like Libya and Syria have shown that militarizing the actions, without masses ready, can 
bring very serious consequences to the laborers, aside from providing benefits. 
 
Demonstrations against external intervention 
 
The arrogant interventions of the US-Israel-El-Suud frontline cause a reaction in a significant part of 
Iranian society. This is the basis for mass demonstrations in favor of management. Participation in 
actions against "external intervention" limits the effectiveness of actions that protest spiritual 
government. Because the opposition is far in excess of other actions both in terms of prevalence and 
participation. 
While the provocative statements of the main enemies of the peoples of the Middle East, such as the 
USA, Israel, and Saudi Arabia, harm the mass actions, it increases the participation in the 
demonstrations held in favor of the administration. Of course, these actions do not lift the 
shortcomings of the spiritual administration. However, by limiting the influence of mass actions, it 
strengthens the Spirit of the Spirit, in part. 
Towards a new turn 
 

It seems that the Iranian 
government will try to 
control the actions by 
making some concessions 
and using police violence 
in a controlled way. 
Indeed, steps are being 
taken in both directions. 
Recognizing that the 
economic and social 
demands expressed in the 
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actions are just and legitimate, the administration also arrests hundreds of people at the same time. 
Voices voicing that those involved in the violence must face heavy punishment also began to rise. 
The "worst-case scenario" might be the result of the US-Israel-El-Saud trio's attempt to exploit the 
movement and create an ethnic-religious conflict. It is obvious that they will apply every direction in 
this direction. Neverthe-less, it is not easy to keep this disgusting plan in a modern society like Iran.   
The sensitivity of the people to this issue makes the work of the al-Saud-supported imperialist- 
Zionist forces difficult. 
 
Although it is unclear as to where the events will take place, it is unlikely that the actions will reach a 
level of popular movement. Of course it is not easy for the working people to give up their demands. 
However, it seems difficult for the movement to overcome both internal and external handicaps, at 
least under given conditions. It is not easy for the government to take a clear stance against 
imperialist-Zionist intervention and to nullify attempts by the administration to pass on a condition 
that lacks a clear program of 
action and a revolutionary 
leadership. However, it is 
possible to say that the 
movement has the dynamics 
to start the process that these 
problems can be overcome. 
Even if the movement is 
stopped with certain 
concessions, it has already 
begun to create new 
accumulation in the 
development of the social 
movement in Iran. 
 
http://www.kizilbayrak.org/2
018/kb.18.01/sayfa_12.html 
 
 
 

Mollar to resist political and political murders 
 

The mols regime and their gatekeepers (Revolutionary Guardians) do not enjoy the blood of the 
laborer popular movement, which is against the bloody and dark capitalist system of the Mollars 
regime. 
 
Mass arrests 

Thousands of people were taken into custody after the state-forced protests. (It is said that this 
number is more than three times, though it is not precise information about the number of people 
arrested.) While there is no information on where and under what circumstances the people who are 
under the detention are kept and their lawyers are informed, People who are gathered in front of 
prisons and police stations try to get a message from their close relatives, they are striking out 
protests under different styles. 

Unbridled state terror does not feed the streets and torture kelp 
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In the ten days of the war, 24 people were executed in different forms in the middle of the street and 
were massacred. The murders committed in the streets are followed by the murder by torture in the 
dungeons. Muhsin Adeli in the city of Alanya, Vahit Peydari in Seyur and Pashtun of Tehran in the 
dungeons of Evin named Evan, were slaughtered by the so-called Sina Ghanbari genocide. They 
were known as 'suicide'.  

International solidarity armed against the exploiters 

In the struggle of the peoples of Iran, it continues under different forms. The anti-corruption against 
the people of Iran has been accompanied by sympathy for the European peoples, as if the bold and 
bold protest wave was on the earth, and they were endorsed by international solidarity actions. 
On January 13, the day of the continuation of the Stuttgart International solidarity actions 
yapilacak.turkiyel of a new solidarity rally for workers and young, progressive and revolutionary 
force, we call upon governments to magnification to international solidarity with the people of Iran 
by participating in the rally. 

 
Bir-Kar Stuttgart 
 
Date: January 13, 2018 – Saturday 

 

 

High the international solidarity with  

the courageous and combative Iranian people 
 

We would like to welcome all of you, on behalf of Bir-Kar, to the Platform for Workers' Unity and 
International Friendship. 
We, the immigrant workers from Turkey and the Communists, abhor the current bloody and 

gruesome events that take place on 
the part of the capitalist mullah 
regime in Iran. We declare our 
solidarity with the struggle of the 
Iranian people. 
The people who revolutionized the 
monarchical regime in 1979 are 
now back on the streets against the 
mullah regime. 
The Iranian people have called the 
New Year 2018 thirsty for a new 
Iran into freedom, peace, social 
justice and equality. 

Slogan:                  Just as in the revolutionary 
Workers of the world unite                uprising against the chess regime, 
Long live the first of May                 the mullah regime has Just as in the 
revolutionary uprising against the chess regime, the mullah regime has responded to the evergrowing 
voices of the people with state terror and violence. But this does not intimidate the awakened people. 
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The foundation mullah regime is crumbling. Involved in official offenses, bribery and politically 
motivated assassinations will bring down the mullah regime. 
The Iranian people will not watch as a handful of greedy rulers grow richer, while the people 
themselves starve, the young remain unemployed, and the rights are increasingly restricted. That's 
exactly what we saw at the end of 2017. As the people flooded the streets and the protests grew 
louder and louder. 
As you know, the capitalist Turkish state similarly declared war on its people. After President 
Erdogan struggles to run the system, he instituted the OHAL (state of emergency) for the country to 
contain, pacify and weaken the people. With the ever-increasing workers' strikes and street protests, 
2017 has given Erdogan the answer to his state of emergency! And this year 2018, the rebellions will 
rise. 

The Turkish and Iranian regimes are the enemies of the people, who bring us hell on earth with 
massive religious and nationalist coups and reactionary wars. We can then together hand in hand 
united in solidarity powerful answers. 

High the international solidarity with the courageous and combative Iranian people 
Down with the mullah regime 
Long live the revolution 
Long live socialism 
 
Platform for Workers' Unity and International Friendship (Bir-Kar) birkarstgt@yahoo.de 

 

. 

 
 

 

The final battle is this, 
Come together! 
And tomorrow 

The international 
Bring people together! 
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Arise, ye workers from your slumber, 
Arise, ye prisoners of want. 

For reason in revolt now thunders, 
and at last ends the age of cant! 
Away with all your superstitions, 

Servile masses, arise, arise! 
We'll change henceforth the old tradition, 

And spurn the dust to win the prize! 
  So comrades, come rally, 

  And the last fight let us face. 
  The Internationale 

  Unites the human race. 
  So comrades, come rally, 

  And the last fight let us face. 
  The Internationale 

  Unites the human race. 

 

*** 

 

No more deluded by reaction, 
On tyrants only we'll make war! 

The soldiers too will take strike action, 
They'll break ranks and fight no more! 

And if those cannibals keep trying, 
To sacrifice us to their pride, 

They soon shall hear the bullets flying, 
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We'll shoot the generals on our own side. 
  So comrades, come rally, 

  And the last fight let us face. 
  The Internationale 

  Unites the human race. 
  So comrades, come rally, 

  And the last fight let us face. 
  The Internationale 

  Unites the human race. 

 

*** 

 

No saviour from on high delivers, 
No faith have we in prince or peer. 

Our own right hand the chains must shiver, 
Chains of hatred, greed and fear. 

E'er the thieves will out with their booty, 
And to all give a happier lot. 

Each at his forge must do their duty, 
And we'll strike the iron while it's hot. 

  So comrades, come rally, 
  And the last fight let us face. 

  The Internationale 
  Unites the human race. 

  So comrades, come rally, 
  And the last fight let us face. 

  The Internationale 
  Unites the human race. 

British translation 
(by Eugène Pottier) 
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        Slogan :  

     Workers of the world unite! 
     May 1st International Labor Day, the Day of global Alliance and Protest, be Happy! 

 


